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Americans are 
recognizing 
a new power 
in our forests: 
They are an 
essential 
pathway to 
slowing climate 
change and 
advancing 
social equity.

People in cities are seeing how trees can save and improve lives 
by providing shade, absorbing pollutants and easing our minds 
on stressful days. Our groundbreaking Tree Equity Score tool, 
launched in June, makes it easier for people to advocate for 
trees in the city neighborhoods that need trees the most. 

And people who live in, and care for, large forest landscapes 
are discovering that restoring forests devastated by climate 
change-induced wildfires, droughts, pests and diseases will 
help slow climate change. Our new Reforestation Hub is key 
to figuring out which forests to restore first.  

 American Forests is energized by the growing movement of 
people on the frontlines and all the way up to Congress who 
are discovering the power of forests. We are working together 
on local, national and even global initiatives to tap the power 
of collective action. This includes our 1t.org US Chapter that is 
the most inclusive and ambitious forest movement in our na-
tion’s history, resulting already in pledges to conserve, restore 
and grow 50 billion trees by 2030.

 We celebrate 2021 and turn to a new year knowing we have 
never needed our forests more, and that our country has never 
needed American Forests more to provide bold servant leader-
ship in difficult times.

 I am extremely proud that, with your incredible generos-
ity, we are using trees and forests to turn our challenges into 
opportunities for a stronger nation, including healthier com-
munities and thousands of green jobs. Thank you. Our work 
has just begun.

Jad Daley
President and CEO



We created a tool 
that calculates 
Tree Equity scores.

We partnered 
with TAZO Tea 
to create an 
urban forestry 
workforce. 
American Forests and TAZO Tea 
launched the TAZO Tree Corps in 
February, a paid, locally-hired 
workforce that is planting and 
taking care of trees to help mit-
igate climate change and bring 
jobs to socioeconomically dis-
advantaged neighborhoods and 
communities of color.

The TAZO Tree Corps offers two 
weeks of paid tree-care training to 
people of color and then transitions 
them to full-time employment with 
The Davey Tree Expert Company. 
Fellows receive support services 
to help them navigate barriers to 
retention, including housing, trans-
portation and childcare, and will 
also be trained in justice advocacy.

The project pioneers a new model 
to build and retain a diverse urban 
forestry workforce and help cities 
achieve Tree Equity. This year, it 
launched in Minneapolis, the San 
Francisco Bay Area and Detroit. In 
2022, the TAZO Tree Corps will ex-
pand employment opportunities to 
Richmond, Va., and The Bronx, N.Y. 

For the launch, singer-songwriter 
SZA created a video urging young 
people to join the TAZO Tree Corps 
and educating around the urgency 
to fight for climate justice.

American Forests is laser-focused on creating Tree Equity in 
cities across the United States. 

Tree Equity is about ensuring that all people benefit from 
everything trees do, like provide life-saving shade and help 
purify the air we breathe. But how do we know if there are 
enough trees in a neighborhood so everyone can reap those 
benefits? Our Tree Equity Score tool, launched in June, 
answers this question. It calculates a score for all 150,000 
neighborhoods and 486 municipalities in urban America — 
cities and nearby towns that have at least 50,000 people. 

Tree Equity Score is already being put to use. The City 
of Tucson, for example, is using it to make decisions on 
where and how much to invest in trees and other green in-
frastructure. And the Phoenix City Council used it to build 
support for creating a Tree Equity program, the first such 
program in the country. 

To learn more go to treeequityscore.org.

We unearthed the 
challenges—and solutions 
—to seedling production.

As the number of commitments being made to plant 
trees in the United States skyrockets, one key ques-
tion often surfaces: Will there be enough trees? At the 
moment, no. Planting on only half the land that could 
potentially be successfully reforested would require 
a whopping 34 billion tree seedlings. To meet that 
demand, the country’s tree nurseries would need to 
increase annual production 2.4-fold. 

New research, co-led by American Forests, shines 
light on this challenge and digs into the reasons why 
nursery production is low. The research is the most 
comprehensive look to date at the barriers nursery oper-
ators face in ramping up seedling production, including 
finding and keeping people who can do the work and 
taking on the economic risk to build capacity. But public 
investment and incentives for landowners could help by 
expanding seed collection and workforce development 
and improving pre- and post-planting practices.

Tree Equity

Innovation Lab

Urban Forestry
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Anonymous
Bob and Julie Abel
Shari Albert
Steven Allen
Christine Amini/
Sohrab Amini, M.D. 
Endowment Fund
Barbara and Eugene 
Anderson
Neil Anderson
Rebecca Baillie
Kathleen and J. 
Stephen Barge
Frank Batten Jr.
Holly Beale*
Marc and Lynne 
Benioff
Gwendolyn Binder
Betsey and Vincent 
Biondo/The Betsey 
and Vince Biondo 
Family Fund
William Bohnett*
Ann Boisclair and 
Jeffrey Jens
Rema Boscov
E. Zimmermann* and 
Terry Boulos
Robert Bourdon/
H2-OM
Doris E. Bouwensch
Susan Brock
Judith Buechner/
Judy Buechner 
Advised Fund
Blake and Dorothy 
Cady
J. Martin Carlson
Gerda Carmichael
Carol Carpenter
Carlos Carranza
Tiia Carswell
Patricia Cherney/
Evergreen Fund
Lily Chiu and Riaz 
Moledina/Moledina 
Charity
David R. Clifton
Shaw Coates
Arnold Cohen
Melinda Cox/Class 
of 1973 Patrick Henry 
High School
James J. Cramer
Eliot and Patti Daley/
The Daley Hope Fund
Jad Daley*
Robert Danese
Barbara David
Suzanne Davis
Ann Marie and 
Roderick DeArment
Lee and Lorrie 
Dobbins
Sarah Donelson

Laura Donnelley/
The Good Works 
Foundation
Valerie Duforet-Roy 
and Sudeepto Roy
Gerald and Aragon 
D’Spain
Helen Kay Easton
Campbell Edlund
Christina Eisenbeis
Adam Elghazzawi
Jeffrey* and Audrey 
Elliott
Dan A. Emmett/
Emmett Foundation
Matt Erickson
The Esmond Nissim 
Foundation, Inc.
Danielle and Steven 
Evans
Wilman Farber 
Gifting Account
Lloyd and Patricia 
Fetterly
Kathleen and Tom 
Finn/Finn Family 
Fund
Joni Flynn
William M. Ford
James and Sue 
Found
Alan and Maggie 
Front
Robert Frye
Mack Fuhrer
Diana Galka
Frank Gaspari
Gerard C. Gaynor
Katharyn Alvord 
Gerlich
Daniel Gerner/
The Gerner Family 
Charitable Fund
Ellen and John 
Gifford
Douglas G. Golann/
The Fullgraf 
Foundation
Drew and Myra 
Goodman/The 
Goodman Family
Richard Grace
Sally Graham Trust
David Greulich
James and Sharon 
Grier
Laura Grossman
Josephine Hadlock-
King
Marilyn J. Hall
Harvey Haney
Colin Hart
Peter Haugk/Peter 
Haugk Charitable 
Fund 
William* and Theresa 
Hazelton

Clarence E. 
Heller Charitable 
Foundation
Holmes Family Fund
Betsey Holtzmann
James C. Horgan 
Charitable Trust
Fred and Charlotte 
Hubbell/F&C Hubbell 
Family Charitable 
Fund
Sara Huddleston
David Hunter*/Hunter 
Charitable Trust
Charles D. Huppuch
Peter Hutchins
Jeri Jarvis
Howard E. Jessen
Anthony and Rinna 
Johnson
Jane Johnson
Penelope Jones
Roland Jones
Warren T. Jones/
Triple T Foundation
Joan A. Jude/James 
and Sallye Jude 
Charitable Trust
Richard* and 
Rhonda Kabat
Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
J. Kaplan/Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren J. Kaplan 
Giving Fund
Megan Kessler
Douglas M. Kinney
James T. Knowles
Carl W. Kohls
Carol Kurtz
Robert Kvaas
Kenneth R. Latham
Christine L. Lavine
Marie and Frank Le 
Bihan
Thomas B. Lemann/
Parkside Foundation
Kevin Leong
Kathy and Dave Lett
Dena and Ron Levine
Bradley Lindemann
Caleb Lindemann
Bruce M. Lisman*
Justin Lloyd-
Miller/New Visions 
Foundation
John Long/Long 
Family Charity Fund 
David Makower
Chris Mann
Amanda Martin
Tim D. Mathewson
Mike McCormick and 
Carolyn McDowell
Tracey McGrath
Bradley and Jennifer 
Meeker

LaVerna E. Meyer

Scott Meyer

Timothy and Karen 
Michel/The Tim 
and Karen Michel 
Charitable Fund

Gary Miller

Jackie and Ron Miller

Rupa Mokkapatti

Jeffrey Morse

Scott L. Mosher

Alexandra Murdoch

Barbara Murray/The 
Murray Giving Fund

Jonathan and Diane 
Nathanson/The 
Nathanson Family 
Charitable Fund

Harriet H. 
Natsuyama

Ann and Wes Nichols

Jeff Noblin

Susan O’Connor

Jack and Natalie Ohly

Jon M. Owings

Megan and Gavin 
Oxman/Oxman 
Family Charitable 
Fund

Austin Parker

Sharon G. Parker

Anna Paulina 
Foundation

Mark Peterson and 
Ryia Ross Peterson, 
Peterson Family 
Foundation

Darin Pirtle

Carole and Ira 
Pittelman

Clara Poffenberger*

Jeffrey* and Sheryl 
Prieto

Elisa* and Peter 
Rapaport/The 
Rapaport Family 
Charitable Trust UAD

Anne Rhodes Lee

James Richardson 
and Susan Lynch

John Riecker

Anthony Robbins

Daniel Robert

Robin and Terence 
Roche

Andrew Rubenstein/
Steven and Beverly 
Rubenstein 
Charitable 
Foundation

Paul Rutkowski/The 
Rutkowski Family 
Foundation

Hannah Ryan

Kate Santorineos

Burak Sarac

Karen Schwaab/
Schwaab Charitable 
Giving Fund
Mark Shaffer
Ron and Eva Sher/
Sher Family Fund
Alistair Sherret
Carolyn V. Sunny 
Shine
John B. Slater
Nancy Lynn Squier
Ellen and Albert Stark 
Foundation Fund
Scott Steen
Robert Stephen
William and Betty 
Stockwell
Bill and Lisa Sykes 
Family Fund
Pamela Tate*
Margaretta Taylor
Rudolph Thomas
Lori Thompson
Heather Thorne
Ayse Tobey
Bart and Deborah 
Tolbert
Nick and Judith 
Topitzes Foundation
Justin Traxler
Rebecca Turner
John P. Van Weeren
Robert Vanderhye
Mary Waalkes-
Wagner* and Jeff 
Wagner
William J. Walderman
Katharyne Waldon
John A. Ward
Lynda and Bill 
Webster/Webster 
Family Fund
Wendy Weiner/
Weiner-Dam Donor 
Advised Fund
Val Welman/Welman 
Family Fund
Sandra and David 
Whitmore
Jeff and Dawn 
Wiesinger
Helen Jo Williams
Aletta T. Wilson
Kenneth P. Wong
Joan Woods
Steven and Sallie 
Zalkind
John Zapp/Golden 
Rule Fund

Anonymous
Norman E. Alexander Family M 
Foundation
Bella Vista Foundation
Brunckhorst Foundation
Climate Resilience Fund (a project 
of Multiplier)
ClimateWorks Foundation
Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan
James A. “Buddy” Davidson 
Charitable Foundation
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family 
Foundation

Head and Heart Foundation
The Jacob and Terese Hershey 
Foundation
The JPB Foundation
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Latrobe Fund
The Gladys and Ralph Lazarus 
Foundation
Linden Trust for Conservation
Patrick J. McGovern Foundation
Meadows Foundation
Mighty Arrow Foundation
Laura Jane Musser Fund
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation 

Frank E. and Seba P. Payne 
Foundation

Paul and June Rossetti Foundation

Sant Foundation

Seed Fund

Summit Foundation

Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc.

Teach a Man to Fish Foundation

The Raul Tijerina Jr. Foundation

The Trull Foundation

Walton Family Foundation

White Pine Fund

Wildlife Conservation Society

Anonymous
Gregory Alexander
Joye Angleberger
Shirley Bailey
Marilyn Blackney
Gerri Brunner
Tori Childers
Wolfgang Cirillo
Alan Curtis

Michael Ellett
Andrea Fisch
Martha Garrigues
Sheryl Gold
Gertrude Gregory
William Hirt
Richard Iversen
Alan Karpf
Barbara Kubik

Annabel Lemke
William Mckeever
Tina Montalto
Robin Noel-Eberts
John Phillips
James Rodell
Deborah Rosenthal
Sarah Schmid
John Scofield

Ashley Sorensen
Jabe Stafford
William Stryker
Jeremy Taylor
Laurence Thayer
Rudolph Thomas
Lynda Webster

Arlington County, Virginia Government
Bureau of Land Management
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CALFIRE)
City of Providence
County of Mariposa Resource Conservation

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
State of California, Wildlife Conservation Board
USDA Forest Service
U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities
Yosemite - Sequoia Resource Conservation  
and Development Council

A Living Tribute

AAA Remodeling & 
Development

Amazon Smile 
Foundation

Ambassador Solutions

Amica

Amour Vert

B4 Adventure

BeeSure by EcoBee

Bluu Patio

Broadridge 

Bulk Bookstore

Canton Cooperage

Carlisle TyrFil 

Caroo

Charmant USA, Inc.

Chubb

Claudia Pearson, Inc.

Clif Family Winery & 
Farm

Computershare

CubeSmart

DiGeronimo Companies

DutchCrafters Amish 
Furniture

e.pop

Eastside Distilling’s 
Burnside Whiskey

Ecosia

Ed Bohlke Deserve  
Level Coaching

Enablon

Equity LifeStyle 
Properties

Farmers Insurance

Favorite World Press

Florist 1 LLP

FluidStance

Forever 21, Inc.

Fred’s Tents & Canopies

GenScript

GLD Products

Golden Rush, Limited 
Liability Co.

Ikon Pass

Joules

Kimball International-
Habig Foundation Inc

Landscape Structures

LeafScore

Lee Industries

Lemonade

Lincoln

Lofty Oaks Association

Mark Thomas Co.

Melitta USA

Mettler-Toledo Rainin

Microsoft

Mountain Glass Arts, Inc.

mthree

Nautilus Magazine

N-Hance, Inc.

Nouveau Eyewear

One Jeanswear Group

Opici Wines & Spirits

Paradigm Inc

Passion Planner

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia 
Lutz & Dolin

Prospettiva Financial

Prudential Financial, Inc.

QTS Data Centers

Real Estate Experts

REI Co-op

Rodney Strong 
Vineyards

Schroeder & Tremayne 
Inc.

SFE Energy 

Shaklee

Softbox Systems

Splendor Design Group

Sustainable Solutions 
Corporation

SWIFT

Tanager Creative, Inc.

TapRoots Wisdom, Inc.

Terratorie

The Mall at Green Hills

The Module Company

The Phantom Laboratory

Toadal Fitness

tonies

True North Gear

Turmerry

Unity Christ Church

Urban Forestry 
Organization

Verdani Partners

Will & Bear

But we didnʼt do 
this work alone.

Special thanks to our Lead Corporate Partners for their gifts in 2021

And to our generous Corporate Partners for their 2021 contributions

Corporate Partners

Sequoia Circle

Foundation Partners

Evergreen Society

Agency Partners

Special thanks to our Sequoia Circle members for their
generous leadership-level gifts made in 2021

Special thanks to our Foundation Partners for their generous grants made in 2021

Special thanks to our Evergreen Society members who have included  
American Forests in their estate plans

Special thanks to our State and Federal Agency Partners for their  
generous support in 2021

We developed 
a new tool to 
strategically 
reforest America.

Reforestation

To help combat the climate crisis and advance social equity, billions 
of trees need to be planted in the United States. But where are the 
best places to plant them? Areas, for example, where trees can thrive 
so they provide as many benefits as possible to people and the planet.

 The Reforestation Hub helps answer this question. This online 
tool, launched by American Forests and The Nature Conservancy in 
February, has the most comprehensive reforestation data ever assem-
bled for the U.S. Users can find reforestation opportunities in their 
county or state, and run this data through filters, including current 
land use and ownership. This tool shows how many new trees are 
needed and how much carbon the revived forest could store.

It identifies up to 133 million acres in the country that could  
be reforested. 

* Members of the Board  
in 2021. 

Donors of $250-$999 
recognized in the online 
version at americanforests.
org/2021-year-in-review/
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In 2022, American Forests will remain laser- 
focused on the most pressing moral and strategic 
imperatives of this moment — slowing climate 
change and advancing social equity — always 
through the power of forests. But we will do so at 
a faster pace and larger scale than ever before. 

In alignment with our new four-year strategic 
plan, we will accelerate climate-resilient refor-
estation across all public forests, fully leverage 
forests and forest products as climate change 
solutions, advance Tree Equity in cities and use 
our new brand to inspire more people to become 
forest champions. And we will do it all through 
our powerful partnerships and coalitions, such  
as the 1t.org US Chapter.

Forests hold solutions for today’s unique and 
urgent challenges, but they need our help. Let’s 
meet this moment together.

Looking Ahead
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