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State Champion Tree Programs  

 
American Forests’ National Register of Champion Trees is possible because of generous support from 

state-level champion tree programs. State programs voluntarily aid American Forests in verifying the 

information of trees nominated to the National Register.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                      

State of Alabama 

Forestry Commission 

     Champion Tree Program 

     

Katie Wiswall 

Urban & Community Forestry Partnership Coordinator 

    katie.wiswall@forestry.alabama.gov  

334-399-4590 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

    Alaska State Register of Big Trees 

     

Don Bertolette 

    donbertolette@me.com 

    907-947-412 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Arizona 

    Department of Forestry and Fire Management  

    Champion Trees Program 

    

LoriAnne Barnett Warren 

    Urban Forestry Specialist 

    lbarnett@dffm.az.gov 

    602-399-9447 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Arkansas 

    Department of Agriculture  
Forestry Division 

    Champion Tree Program 
 
    Harold Fisher 

    Urban Forestry Partnership Coordinator  

    harold.fisher@agriculture.arkansas.gov 

    501-580-4054   

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://forestry.alabama.gov/Pages/Management/Champion_Tree.aspx
mailto:katie.wiswall@forestry.alabama.gov
https://akbigtreelist.org/
mailto:donbertolette@me.com
https://dffm.az.gov/forestry-community-forestry/urban-community-forestry/recognition/champion-tree-program
mailto:lbarnett@dffm.az.gov
https://www.agriculture.arkansas.gov/forestry/champion-trees/
mailto:harold.fisher@agriculture.arkansas.gov
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

    

The California Polytechnic State University 

    College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences 

    Natural Resources Management & Environmental Sciences Department 

    Urban Forest Ecosystems Institute 

    California Big Trees 

 

    Matt Ritter, Ph.D. 

    Distinguished Professor | Biological Sciences Department 

    mritter@calpoly.edu 

    805-550-7033 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Colorado Tree Coalition 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Neal Bamesberger 

    nbamesberg871@hotmail.com 

    720-940-1318 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

    Connecticut College 

    The Connecticut College Arboretum   

 

Connecticut Botanical Society 

 

Connecticut Urban Forest Council 

 

Connecticut's Notable Trees 

 

Frank Kaputa 

Co-Chair 

frank@kaputasystems.com 

860-614-3819 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://californiabigtrees.calpoly.edu/
mailto:mritter@calpoly.edu
https://www.coloradotrees.org/champion-tree-program
mailto:nbamesberg871@hotmail.com
http://oak.conncoll.edu:8080/notabletrees/
mailto:frank@kaputasystems.com
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

    

State of Delaware 

    Department of Agriculture 

    Forest Service 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

    Big Trees of Delaware 

 

    William Seybold 

    Forest Health Specialist 

    william.seybold@delaware.gov 

    302-698-4553 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    District of Columbia 

    American Forests 

202-737-1944 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Florida 

    Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

    Forest Service 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    William Liner 

Urban Forestry Program Coordinator 

William.Liner@FDACS.gov 

850-681-5881 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Georgia 

    Georgia Forestry Commission 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Ryan Phillips 

Program Coordinator 

rphillips@gfc.state.ga.us  

478-259-5807  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://delawaretrees.com/bigtrees/
mailto:william.seybold@delaware.gov
https://www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/Our-Forests/Florida-Champion-Trees
mailto:William.Liner@FDACS.gov
https://gatrees.org/learn-explore/champion-trees/
mailto:rphillips@gfc.state.ga.us
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Hawai‘i 

    Department of Land and Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry and Wildlife: Forestry Program 

    Hawai‘i State Big Tree Program 

 

    Brayden Aki 

    Intern 

    fw.adm1.ekahi.intern@hawaii.gov 

    808-587-0169 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    University of Idaho 

    Extension Forestry 

    Idaho Big Tree Program 

 

    Randall Brooks, Ph.D. 

    Extension Professor of Forestry and Extension Forestry Specialist 

    rbrooks@uidaho.edu 

    208-885-6356 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

    College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences 

    Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences 

    Extension Forestry 

    The Illinois Big Tree Register 

 

    Jay Hayek 

    Extension Specialist 

    jhayek@illinois.edu  

    (217) 244-0534 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

    

    

 

 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/info/big-tree/hawaii-state-big-tree-competition/
mailto:fw.adm1.ekahi.intern@hawaii.gov
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/forestry/big-trees
mailto:rbrooks@uidaho.edu
https://univofillinois.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=090997c75b2e4ca39dd7d35db4328962
mailto:jhayek@illinois.edu
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State of Indiana 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Community and Urban Forestry Program 

    Indiana Big Tree Register 

 

    Brenda Huter 

    Forest Stewardship Coordinator 

    BHuter@dnr.IN.gov 

    317 232-0142 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Iowa 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Big Tree Program 

 

    Emma Hanigan 

    Urban Forestry Coordinator 

    emma.hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov 

    515-249-1732  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Kansas Forest Service 

    Kansas State University 

    Champion Trees of Kansas 

 

    Darci Paull  

GIS Specialist 

dpaull@ksu.edu 

785-532-3312 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

    

 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/forestry-publications-and-presentations/indiana-big-tree-register/
mailto:BHuter@dnr.IN.gov
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry
mailto:emma.hanigan@dnr.iowa.gov
https://www.kansasforests.org/kansas_forest_services/championtrees.html
mailto:dpaull@ksu.edu
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Commonwealth of Kentucky 

    Energy and Environment Cabinet 

    Department for Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry 

    Kentucky’s Champion Trees 

 

    Jennifer Turner 

    Executive Staff Advisor 

    Jenniferl.turner@ky.gov 

    502-782-7177 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Louisiana Forestry Association 

    Champion Trees in Louisiana 

     

    Jeff Zeringue 

    Media Specialist 

    jzeringue@laforestry.com  

    318-443-2558  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Maine 

    Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry  

     Forest Service  

    Maine’s Register of Big Trees 

 

    Jan Ames Santerre 

    Project Canopy Coordinator 

    Jan.Santerre@maine.gov 

    207-287-4987 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Forestry/ky-champion-trees/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:Jenniferl.turner@ky.gov
https://www.laforestry.com/champion-trees-in-louisiana
mailto:jzeringue@laforestry.com
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/projects/fall_foliage/kids/bigtree.html
mailto:Jan.Santerre@maine.gov
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Maryland 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Forest Service 

    

Maryland Association of Forest Conservancy District Boards 

    

Maryland Big Tree Program  

 

Joli McCathran 

jmccathranwgmd@gmail.com  

301-996-7599 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

    Department of Conservation and Recreation 

    Bureau of Forest Fire Control and Forestry 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

    Legacy Tree Program 

 

    Julie Coop 

    Program Director 

    julie.coop@state.ma.us 

    617-626-1468 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Michigan Botanical Club 

    Michigan Big Tree Register Program 

 

    Ted Reuschel 

    tbreusch@comcast.net 

    517-930-9541 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    

 

 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/Pages/trees/bigtree.aspx
mailto:jmccathranwgmd@gmail.com
https://www.mass.gov/guides/massachusetts-legacy-tree-program
mailto:julie.coop@state.ma.us
http://www.michbotclub.org/registry
mailto:tbreusch@comcast.net
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State of Minnesota 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry 

    Big Tree Registry 

 

    Amelie Hyams 

Outreach Specialist 

bigtreeregistry.dnr@state.mn.us  

651-259- 5292 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

    State of Mississippi 

    Forestry Commission 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

 

    Misty Booth 

Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator 

mbooth@mfc.ms.gov 

601-213-6683 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Missouri 

    Department of Conservation 

    Champion Trees Program 

 

    George Kipp 

    Geographic Information System Specialist 

    george.kipp@mdc.mo.gov 

    (573) 751-4115 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

    

    

 

 

 

 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/trees_shrubs/bigtree/big-tree-champions.html
mailto:bigtreeregistry.dnr@state.mn.us
https://www.mfc.ms.gov/programs/urban-community-forestry/
mailto:mbooth@mfc.ms.gov
https://mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/champion-trees
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State of Montana 

    Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 

    Forestry Division 

    Montana Big Trees Program 

 

    Dan Rogers 

    Coordinator 

    danrogers@mt.gov  

    406-542-4302 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

    University of Nebraska Lincoln 

    Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

    Nebraska Forest Service 

    Champion & Heritage Trees Programs 

 

    Kyle Martens 

    Communications Specialist  

    kmartens3@unl.edu 

    402-472-2660 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Nevada 

    Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

    Big Tree Program 

 

    Cayenne Engel 

Urban and Community Forestry Program Coordinator 

cengel@forestry.nv.gov 

702-486-5123 x228 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/forestry-assistance/montana-big-trees-program
mailto:danrogers@mt.gov
https://nfs.unl.edu/about-champion-and-heritage-trees
mailto:kmartens3@unl.edu
http://forestry.nv.gov/forestry-resources/nevadas-big-tree-program-2/
mailto:cengel@forestry.nv.gov
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_____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

University of New Hampshire 

    Cooperative Extension - Natural Resources 

    NH Big Tree Program 

 

    Kamalendu Nath 

    Liaison to American Forests  

    kamalendunath@yahoo.com  

    603-583-6826 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of New Jersey 

    Department of Environmental Protection 

    Forest Service 

    New Jersey Big Trees 

 

    Joseph Bennett 

Big and Heritage Tree Coordinator 

joseph.bennett@dep.nj.gov 

609-292-6536 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of New Mexico 

    Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 

    Forestry Division 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

    Big Tree Program 

 

    Alyssa O'Brien 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program Manager 

    alyssa.o’brien@state.nm.us. 

    505-690-8531 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

https://extension.unh.edu/natural-resources/forests-trees/trees/nh-big-trees
mailto:kamalendunath@yahoo.com
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/forest/community/bigtree_intro.html
mailto:joseph.bennett@dep.nj.gov
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/urban-and-community-forestry/find-or-register-a-big-tree/
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    New York State 

    Department of Environmental Conservation 

    Division of Lands and Forests 

    New York State Big Tree Register 

 

    landsforests@dec.ny.gov 

    518-402-9405 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of North Carolina 

    Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

    Forest Service 

    The North Carolina Champion Tree Program 

 

    Jennifer Rall 

    Urban Forestry Specialist 

    jennifer.rall@ncagr.gov  

    919-857-4841 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    North Dakota State University 

    North Dakota Forest Service 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Beth Hill 

    Outreach and Education Manager 

    beth.hill@ndsu.edu  

    701-328-9948 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/5248.html
mailto:landsforests@dec.ny.gov
https://www.ncforestservice.gov/urban/nc_champion_big_trees_overview.htm
mailto:jennifer.rall@ncagr.gov
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/ndfs/about-north-dakota-forestry/champion-trees-of-north-dakota
mailto:beth.hill@ndsu.edu
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

      

State of Ohio 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry 

    Big Tree Program 

 

    Alistair Reynolds 

    Invasive Species Forester 

    Alistair.Reynolds@dnr.state.oh.us 

    614-265-6547 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Oklahoma 

    Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry 

    Forestry Services 

    Great Trees of Oklahoma 

 

    Riley Coy 

    Urban & Community Partnership Coordinator/Service Forester 

    riley.coy@ag.ok.gov  

    580-231-1770 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Ascending the Giants 

    Oregon Champion Tree Registry 

 

    Brian French 

    ai.brianfrench@gmail.com  

    503-709-0439 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    Pennsylvania Forestry Association 

    Pennsylvania Champion Tree Program 

 

    Aaron Greenberg 

    pabigtrees@gmail.com 

    267-240-3219 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/forestry/champion-trees
mailto:Alistair.Reynolds@dnr.state.oh.us
https://forestry.ok.gov/champion-trees
mailto:riley.coy@ag.ok.gov
https://www.championtreeregistry.com/
mailto:ai.brianfrench@gmail.com
https://pabigtrees.com/
mailto:pabigtrees@gmail.com
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Rhode Island Tree Council 

    Helen Walker Raleigh Champion Trees Program 

  

    John Campanini 

    ritree@ritree.org 

    401-764-5885 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    Clemson University 

    Cooperative Extension 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Jeff Fellers 

    Area Forestry Agent 

    fellers@clemson.edu 

    864-427-6259 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of South Dakota 

    Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

    Conservation and Forestry Division 

    Big Tree Register 

     

    Rachel Ormseth 

    Urban and Community Forestry Coordination 

    rachel.ormseth@state.sd.us 

    605-773-3594 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    University of Tennessee 

    Institute of Agriculture 

    Department of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries 

    Tennessee Champion Tree Program 

 

    Sharon Jean-Philippe, Ph.D. 

    Associate Professor of Urban Forestry 

    jeanphil@utk.edu 

    865-974-2946 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://ritree.org/champion-tree/
mailto:ritree@ritree.org
mailto:fellers@clemson.edu
https://sdda.sd.gov/conservation-forestry/forest-woodlands-trees/big-tree-register/
mailto:rachel.ormseth@state.sd.us
https://fwf.tennessee.edu/champion-tree/
mailto:jeanphil@utk.edu
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Texas A&M Forest Service 

    Texas Big Tree Registry     

 

    Gretchen Riley 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program Manager 

    griley@tfs.tamu.edu 

    979-458-7373 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of Utah 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands 

    Urban and Community Forestry Program 

 

    International Society of Arboriculture-Utah Chapter/    

    Utah Community Forest Council 

 

    Amazing Trees Program 

 

    Jeran Farley 

Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator 

jlfarley@utah.gov 

801-538-5505 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State of Vermont 

Agency of Natural Resources 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

Vermont’s Big Trees 

 

Elise Schadler 

Program Manager 

elise.schadler@vermont.gov 

802-522-6015 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://texasforestinfo.tamu.edu/BigTreeRegistry/
mailto:griley@tfs.tamu.edu
https://utahurbanforest.org/amazing-trees
mailto:jlfarley@utah.gov
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/vermonts-forests/vermont-big-trees
mailto:elise.schadler@vermont.gov
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Virginia Tech 

Department of Forest Resources and Environmental Conservation 

Virginia Big Tree Program 

 

Eric Wiseman Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

pwiseman@vt.edu 

540-231-5148 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ascending the Giants 

    Washington Champion Tree Registry 

 

    Robert Van Pelt 

abies2@uw.edu  

206-818 – 0037 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    State of West Virginia 

    Division of Forestry 

    Big Tree Program 

 

    Robert Hannah 

Urban Forestry Coordinator 

Robert.L.Hannah@wv.gov 

304-825-6983 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    State of Wisconsin 

    Department of Natural Resources 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Kirsten Held 

Forestry Outreach and Education Specialist 

    Kirsten.Held@Wisconsin.gov  

608-219-9605 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

https://bigtree.cnre.vt.edu/
mailto:pwiseman@vt.edu
https://www.championtreeregistry.com/
mailto:abies2@uw.edu
https://wvforestry.com/big-tree-program/
mailto:Robert.L.Hannah@wv.gov
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forests/championtrees
mailto:Kirsten.Held@Wisconsin.gov
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    State of Wyoming 

    Office of State Lands and Investments 

    Forestry Division 

    Community Forestry Program 

    Champion Tree Program 

 

    Mackenzie Burough 

    Cooperative Resource Forester 

mackenzie.burough@wyo.gov  

307-286-6562 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

 

     

https://wsfd.wyo.gov/forestry-assistance-programs/community-forestry/champion-tree-program
mailto:mackenzie.burough@wyo.gov

