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I LOVE THAT AMERICAN FORESTS
can take direct action for our vision and 
values through tree planting and other 
forest restoration. From expanding urban 
forests in places like Detroit and Miami 
to restoring mountain forests across 
landscapes like the Sierra Nevada and 
Central Appalachians, we are playing a 
key role in creating healthy and resilient 
forests across cities and landscapes alike. 
One perk of my job is participating in 
events around the country where I get to 
experience this important work firsthand 
and get some dirt under my fingernails.

With such 
tangible on-the-
ground accom-
plishments, it 
might surprise 
you that I am 
equally proud of 
the way Ameri-

can Forests is using its voice to call on 
everyone — government leaders, the 
public, businesses and fellow nonprofits 
— to do much more for our forests. In fact, 
American Forests is making major new 
investments to build the power of our 

voice to match the power of our hands. 
Let me explain why and how.

Throughout our proud history, 
American Forests has played a key role as 
the pathfinder for the forest movement, 
identifying the key threats to our forests 
and bringing leaders and organizations 
together to find lasting solutions. One 
example is the passage of the National 
Forest Management Act of 1976, which 
still governs how we manage our national 
forests today. With intense pressures and 
conflicting interests on all sides of the 
issue, American Forests convened the 
interested parties and built the consen-
sus that was the basis for the act.

Today, our country needs this kind 
of centrist, galvanizing leadership 
more urgently than ever. Building from 
recent successes, American Forests 
has positioned ourselves into our most 
powerful policy leadership role in 
decades. Consider:
 k Last year, we concluded a decade of 
work with partners to secure a desper-
ately needed legislative fix for the U.S. 
Forest Service’s wildfire budget. This 
will deliver millions more each year to 
prevent and fight wildfire and preserve 
funding for other important Forest Ser-
vice programs that had routinely been 
tapped for wildfire funding shortfalls. 
 k As the lead forestry partner for the 
U.S. Climate Alliance, we are now guid-
ing 25 U.S. states, as of August 2019, 
in developing new policies to protect 
forests from climate change impacts 
and increase natural carbon capture in 
forests and wood products.
 k American Forests is widely recog-
nized as the lead advocacy organization 
working to secure federal funding for 
urban forests, and we just secured U.S. 
House approval of the most significant 
increase in the U.S Forest Service’s 
Urban and Community Forest Program 
since the program began in 1990. 
 k This year, we helped to develop 
and introduce new federal legislation 

Finding Our Voice for 
America’s Forests
BY JAD DALEY
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Allison Preble, Openlands’ assistant forestry crew leader, with forestry trainees Glenn 
Stovall and Shayne Hale, viewing a demonstration on maintaining tree health in 
Chicago through Openlands’ Forestry Trainee Program, which is funded by American 
Forests as part of our Career Pathways Initiative.



to permanently double the amount of 
funding allocated to replanting our 
national forests after wildfire, pest 
outbreaks and other events. 

This vital leadership is supported 
by our largest policy sta� in at least 
a decade, reflecting our renewed 
commitment to policy as the primary 
pathway to scale our mission by 
empowering the work of others. 

While the ability to persuade policy-
makers is one key aspect of finding our 
voice and creating change, another is the 
ability to change hearts and minds on a 
much more fundamental level. Too often 
it feels like the power and importance of 
forests is given short shrift, like trees are 
just scenery rather than fundamental 
infrastructure for our lives. If we can 
fundamentally change how America 
views its forests, we can advance our 
mission in many di�erent ways. 

Our success in this area has been most 
striking with our call for Tree Equity in 
America’s cities. American Forests has 
provided the clarion call to fix the unac-
ceptable current reality that tree cover 
in cities regularly tracks income, and in 
many cases tracks race in ways that tran-
scend income. That means the people 
who most need the benefits of trees in 
cities, like capturing air pollution and 
cooling homes that lack air conditioning, 

are least likely to have these vital benefits.
With our call for Tree Equity, 

American Forests is framing this 
serious shortcoming in stark language 
of moral imperative, clearly defining 
success, and bringing a new urgency 
to the work of urban forestry. Our suc-
cess in changing the conversation is 
reflected in our policy progress and the 
rapidly growing universe of financial 
support and partners we are finding 
for our urban forest work. By naming 
the problem and solution with unusual 
clarity and impact, we are paving the 
way to actually achieving Tree Equity.

When you pull it all together, it 
comes down to how we define success. 
The easy road for American Forests 
would be to count our successes in 
trees planted, something we can easily 
control and measure. But we know that 
true success in achieving our mission 
must include actions across our nation 
that go beyond our direct control — 
leading by example as well as inspiring 
and empowering others to help carry 
this work forward. Thanks for your role 
in helping make this possible. 

For more news and updates from Jad, 

follow him on Twitter @JadDaley
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high as many of the unique plants and 
animals that live in these mountains will 
have nowhere to go if forests disappear.

In June 2012, the Little Bear Fire 
scorched 44,330 acres at the northern 
tip of the mountain range, burning 242 
homes and making it the most destruc-
tive fire in state history.

The fire killed all adult trees across 
many parts of the landscape, hamper-
ing the forest’s ability to re-seed itself. 
Seven years later, grasses and shrubs 
are the only plant life in the most 
severely burned areas. The absence 
of young trees is a troubling sign. As 
we lose forest cover, we also lose vital 
ecosystem functions. Compared to 

region is already warmer than it has 
been at any time in the past 1,000 years. 
Widespread tree death will continue as 
the climate becomes drier and hotter.

Because of their unique topography, 
sky island mountain ranges present one 
of our best opportunities to conserve 
forests in the region.

Foresters from the Lincoln National 
Forest and the Mes-
calero Apache Tribe, 
who share management 
of the Sacramentos, are 
grappling with ways 
to help the ecosystem 
adapt to the changing 
climate. The stakes are 

THE SACRAMENTO MOUNTAINS 
of southern New Mexico are known as 
“sky islands” — isolated, high-elevation 
refuges surrounded by “seas” of range 
and desert. The transition between the 
hot, flat, arid basin floor and the high rug-
ged mountains is striking. Sierra Blanca 
— the highest peak in the range at 11,981 
feet — rises more than 5,533 feet above 
the valley bottom. Elevation changes 
everything — in the span of a few miles, 
cactus and grasslands give way to dense, 
moss-covered evergreens.

Between 1984 and 2008, wildfires 
and bark beetle epidemics killed one 
out of every five trees in the American 
Southwest. Scientists believe that the 

treelines INFORMATION TO AMUSE, ENLIGHTEN AND INSPIRE
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PROJECT SHOWCASE

Reforesting the Sky 
Islands of New Mexico 
BY AUSTIN REMPEL

Left: A Ponderosa pine 
seedling with a protective 
tube planted in the burn 
area above Bonito Lake. 
The reusable plastic 
tubes trap moisture, 
provide shade and 
protect the seedlings 
from deer and elk.



another area that burned in 2002, with 
the goal of slowing erosion and gullying 
around several springs and waterways. 

Planting is just one part of an 
ambitious restoration e�ort being 
undertaken by the U.S. Forest Service 
to help these unique and threatened 
forests survive in a hotter, dryer climate. 
American Forests is proud to be their 
partner and lend our support. 

Austin Rempel writes from Washington, 

D.C., and is American Forests’ forest 

restoration manager.

grasslands and shrub fields, healthy 
forests store more carbon, provide 
habitat for more kinds of wildlife, and 
have deeper root systems that allow 
rainfall to seep into the soil. 

Trees are especially important for 
protecting water supplies in the south-
west. Most of the annual rainfall in the 
region occurs in brief, violent storms that 
can cause erosion and dangerous flash 
flooding. This is especially true when 
combined with charred, water-repellent 
soils left after wildfires. After the Little 
Bear Fire, summer rains scoured the 
burned hillsides and washed ash and 
debris into Bonito Lake. The reservoir 
provided 60 percent of the drinking water 
for Alamogordo (pop. 31,248), a city 
nestled at the base of the mountains.

Last year, American Forests worked 
with the Lincoln National Forest to plant 
10,000 trees — Ponderosa pine, Douglas-
fir, and Southwestern white pine — in 
watersheds around Bonito Lake. This 
year, we are collaborating to restore A
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The stakes are high as many  
of the unique plants and animals 
that live in these mountains  
will have nowhere to go if  
forests disappear.
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Plantings targeted areas where the fire killed all the seed-bearing trees, and seedlings were planted in clumps and patches to provide 
a nuclei of tree regeneration. Eventually, the trees will mature and help to re-seed the wider landscape.

Excavators removed sediment that filled Bonito Lake. The top several feet are ash and 
debris that washed into the lake after the fire, forcing it to close.



IT’S HARD TO EXPLAIN the allure of 
Camp Small. Tucked into the north-
ern edge of dense Baltimore, piles 
of stacked logs loom precariously 
overhead as you wind into its depths. 
For generations, this sort yard has 
collected the city’s removed street and 
park trees. 

It’s not that Baltimore takes down 
more trees than other cities. Many 
others just take the chips or logs to a 
dump where their value rots away and 
stored carbon leaks into the atmo-
sphere. Believe it or not, more wood is 

removed from America’s urban forests 
than the entire U.S. National Forest 
System. Baltimore alone adds 8,000 to 
14,000 tons to Camp Small every year 
from trees that fall in storms or are 
removed for safety reasons. 

Seeing such potential in one place 
can change a person. 

This stockpile has haunted me since 
my first stint at American Forests in 
2000, spearheading what would become 
the Baltimore Center for Green Careers. 
It wasn’t until the City launched its 
Camp Small Zero Waste Initiative in 

PROJECT SHOWCASE

From Baltimore 
Wood Waste 
to Careers in 
Modern Design
BY IAN LEAHY
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American Forests and Bank of America 
planted trees in a vacant lot in Baltimore 
and used urban wood from Camp Small to 
create planter beds.



treelines

2016 that an opportunity finally emerged. 
The O¤ce of Sustainability and Depart-
ment of Recreation and Parks’ Division 
of Forestry created a unique city-owned 
enterprise that processes and sells this 
endless flow of wood to the public. 

American Forests, with support 
from the Bank of America Chari-
table Foundation, helped launch this 
enterprise by providing a portable 
sawmill and kiln to process the wood. 
Camp Small has quickly transitioned 
from being a drain on city budgets to 
profitability. Room and Board, a modern 
furniture store headquartered in Min-
nesota, is even exploring its lumber for 
their “Urban Wood Project: Baltimore” 
sustainable furniture line, which cur-

rently uses deconstructed 
building wood thanks to 
the U.S. Forest Service. 
One such bookshelf sits 
proudly in my home.

With the supply chain 
established, we shifted to creating a local 
venture that turns Camp Small wood 
into high-concept products and career 
pathways for youth. Our first stop was 
the woodshop at Carver Vocational Tech 
High School. Greg McDevitt is the sort 
of grizzled woodworking teacher of 20 
years whose envy of the school’s lavish 
culinary program out his window could 
become a Wes Anderson movie. But, it 
doesn’t take long to see the passion and 
pride for his students’ creations.

When Bryant “Spoon” Smith,  
CEO of this new venture, and I first 
proposed the idea of partnering to 
create a self-sustaining enterprise 
with his students, McDevitt paused 
and looked closely at me.

“You’re kinda crazy, aren’t you?” I 
didn’t know what to say. Then, he nod-
ded with a wry grin, “I like that.” 

The missing ingredient was a 
visionary designer. Enter: Jason Nogoy 
of Crafthouse Design. A Los Angeles-
based architect by training, Nogoy has 
worked around the world designing 
festival venues, elegant wood décor, 
and immersive youth experiences. 
This team will integrate modern 
designs with art to build a dynamic 
“Earth Instinct” brand. We’ll work 
with communities to restore some 
of Baltimore’s 16,000 vacant lots as 
meaningful green spaces. We’ll even 
buy Mr. McDevitt a heavy-duty wood 
planer for his students, and maybe 
show that fancy culinary program a 
thing or two. 

Ian Leahy writes from Washington, D.C., 

and is American Forests’ vice president 

of urban forestry.
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Believe it or not, more wood is removed  
from America’s urban forests than the  
entire U.S. National Forest System.

Tucked into the northern edge of dense Baltimore, piles of stacked logs loom 
precariously overhead as you wind into the depths of Camp Small. 



DUTCH ELM DISEASE (DED) is 
known as one of the most lethal shade 
tree diseases in the United States. To 
date, it has killed hundreds of thou-
sands of elm trees across the country. 
Chicago is one of the cities that has 
experienced a significant loss of elm 
trees to this disease. In response, 
scientists at The Morton Arboretum 
worked for decades to create a hybrid 
elm that could withstand DED. Today, 
we now have the Triumph™ elm 
thanks to their hard work. 

This spring, American Forests 
partnered with The Morton Arbore-
tum’s Chicago Region Trees Initiative 
to plant trees in the village of Elmwood 

treelines

DETROIT

Jennifer Broome, 
Vice President of 
Philanthropy

FROM THE FIELD

CHICAGO

Rose Tileston, Manager of Urban Forest Programs
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Park. Thanks to sponsorship from En-
ablon, we were able to help restore the 
area’s urban tree canopy with several 
di�erent tree species, including elm. 
We gathered at Elmwood Park Bible 
Church where we met Pastor Sean 
Stevenson, who was delighted that we 
would be planting an elm tree in front 
of his church. As we worked under 
gloomy skies, attempting to plant 25 
trees before the rain would set in, Dino 
Braglia, director of public works for 
the Village of Elmwood Park, shared 
with us how as a child, he had watched 
the elm trees in Elmwood Park die. He 
spoke about how meaningful it was 
to him to be a part of replacing those 
trees so that future generations could 
enjoy and experience the beauty of an 
elm tree. We finished our tree planting 
with students from Elmwood Elemen-
tary School. The students learned how 
to plant trees, and we triumphantly 
planted an elm that they could all 
watch grow, together.

IN JUNE, American Forests partnered 
with DTE Energy to host the “Deep 
Roots Detroit” Sustainability Tour for 
select attendees of the Sustainable 
Brands conference. American Forests 
was a major sponsor of the conference, 
which was held in Detroit, a city where 
American Forests has deep roots. In 
fact, American Forests has been work-
ing in Detroit since 2006 to improve 
the city’s urban canopy and leverage 
trees to improve equity across the city.

The tour included three stops, each 
a unique example of community-based 
sustainability e�orts. The first stop 
was the El Moore Lodge and Gardens, 
an example of sustainable urban liv-
ing. This circa-1848 building has been 
sustainably restored and is now home 
to residential apartments and guest 
suites, as well as beautiful gardens and 
an aviary. 

The second stop on the tour was an 
innovative tree nursery that American 
Forests created on vacant land. This 
pioneering model for reclaim-
ing vacant urban spaces means 
more tree canopy for Detroiters, 
a sustainable source of trees for 
the city, and rewarding careers for 
local residents.

The final stop was a visit to Detroit 
Vineyards, the only urban winery in 
the country, which makes superior 
wines in the heart of Detroit using 
grapes grown within the city’s limits. 
Not only is this winery using sustain-
able practices, it’s located in a refur-
bished ice cream factory, and trains 
locals to plant and harvest grapes on 
their property, providing an additional 
income stream for Detroiters.

American Forests received many 
accolades for hosting this unique tour 
as part of the conference. 

“I just loved the idea of getting out 
into Detroit to see sustainable e�orts 

The students learned how to 
plant trees, and we triumphantly 
planted an elm that they could  
all watch grow, together.

Enablon employees and students from Elmwood Elementary School joined American 
Forests to build and restore urban tree canopy coverage in the Village of Elmwood Park.



helping to relaunch this city,” said one 
participant. “The diversity of stops 
that we visited made me feel like I was 
seeing the real Detroit, instead of just 
the conference area.” 

Connecting good corporate citizens 
with the citizens of Detroit is just one 
example of how American Forests’ 
roots run deep.  
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GIVE THE
GIFT OF TREES

Plant trees to commemorate any joyous occasion,  
such as a birthday, wedding, graduation or retirement. 

Celebrate a beloved friend or family member on  
Mother’s Day, Valentine’s Day, Christmas or Hanukkah 
and preserve the health of the planet for the future.

  Find out how at

www.americanforests.org/ways-to-give/gift-of-trees

Gift includes personalized certificate  

for your recipient.

American Forests has been 
working in Detroit since 2006 to 
improve the city’s urban canopy 
and leverage trees to improve 
equity across the city.

Jennifer Broome, vice president of philanthropy, raises a glass to toast the 
participants and local hosts while at Detroit Vineyards, the last stop on the  
Deep Roots Detroit Sustainability Tour.
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GROWING UP in Southern California, 
from an early age, Ara Erickson’s roots 
were tied to nature.

“Some of my strongest memories 
are of climbing through tree branches 
and playing on swing sets under trees,” 
Erickson says. “In the heat of  
Southern California, the shade of a 
tree is really important.”

But, it wasn’t just her early 
connection to nature that drove her 
desire to help protect the environ-
ment. Erickson grew up in a family 
that understood and appreciated that 
humans and nature must coexist in a 
mutually beneficial way. 

“I had an essence instilled in me at 
a young age of the importance of both 
wild and managed parts of nature,” she 
says. “That has always been a strong 
part of the core of who I am.”

Erickson’s childhood and upbring-
ing influenced her decision to study 
the disciplines of forestry and resource 
management in college, where she was 
drawn to the complexity of under-
standing that humans must live on this 
planet and rely on its resources but still 
respect those resources.

In a world that looks for black and 
white solutions, Erickson, who serves as 
the director for Weyerhaeuser’s corpo-
rate sustainability program, now finds 
herself professionally pursuing those 
grey areas. In fact, aligning with an 
organization willing to also grapple with 
that complexity is why she got involved 
personally with American Forests.

“It’s rare to find an organization 
who can live the mantra that ‘all for-
ests can provide some type of benefit, 
but not all forests provide the same 
benefit’,” she says. “Organizations that 
can take that message to the masses 
are really important.”

In July, Erickson joined American 
Forests’ Board of Directors to help tackle 
the biggest challenges facing our forests.

“I cannot think of another orga-
nization that has both the internal 
intellectual capacity and such align-
ment with the mission to make sure 
there are forests forever, for a lot of 
di�erent people, types of communities 
and types of needs,” Erickson says. “It’s 
an organization that spans everything 

from urban trees — and things like 
tree equity to ensure that people have 
access to urban forests wherever they 
live and whoever they are — all the way 
to more wild landscapes where resto-
ration and reforestation really need 
to take place. Being able to work with 
an organization that spans that whole 
spectrum, and is willing to tackle some 
of those really tough grey zones, is 
why I’ve been inspired by American 
Forests. I am thrilled to be working 
alongside the organization.” 
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Ara Erickson



EXCITING TIMES are on the horizon: 
American Forests and Eddie Bauer are 
celebrating our Silver Anniversary, as 
well as Eddie Bauer’s Centenary. Next 
year marks not only Eddie Bauer’s 
100-year anniversary, it is also the 
25th year of their partnership with 
American Forests. The partnership 
has led to the planting of more than 8 
million trees across North America, a 
tremendous feat.

Last year, Eddie Bauer launched 
#WhyIHike, a campaign geared towards 
encouraging people to share their 
inspiration for getting outdoors while 
also motivating them to learn about the 
environment and help preserve it for 
future generations.

“Together, we are able to bring 
greater awareness to causes we believe 
in, open the conversation with custom-
ers, and connect the idea of conservation 
to the consumer’s enjoyment of forests 
and outdoor spaces,” says Eddie Bauer 
President Damien Huang.

For year two of #WhyIHike, Eddie 
Bauer decided to kick o� Earth Month 
by investing in the restoration of a 
critical, yet often overlooked, outdoor 
recreation opportunity, the urban 
forest. American Forests, who has been 
pioneering in the urban forestry field for 
more than a century, was a natural fit for 
bringing their goals to fruition. 

On Saturday, April 15th, Eddie Bauer 
employees and customers joined resi-
dents of Skokie, Ill., a Chicago suburb, to 
plant nearly 40 trees along streets and 
other paved ar-
eas. These trees 
will improve air 
quality, intercept 
and filter rainfall for clean urban waters, 
and keep the area 5 to 7 degrees cooler 
on hot summer days. 

Following the planting, volunteers 
then joined Emily Okallau, community 
outreach coordinator for the Chicago 

Region Trees Initiative, on an urban 
hike, just miles from downtown Chicago 
to learn about the critical role trees 
in and around cities play for health, 
sustainability and livability of residents. 

“Eddie Bauer is investing in the type 
of recreational opportunities we want to 

create, providing 
extra emphasis 
on making nature 
accessible to ev-

eryone, including people in urban areas,” 
said Jad Daley, president and CEO of 
American Forests. “The only bad hike 
is a hike you never took. Urban forests 
allow people to find their adventure 
wherever they might be.” 

PARTNER PROFILE

Eddie Bauer
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Jad Daley, president and CEO of American Forests, and Daniela Lukomski, marketing 
manager at Eddie Bauer, pose next to a newly planted tree in Skokie, Ill.

 “Together, we are able to bring 
greater awareness to causes we 
believe in, open the conversation 
with customers, and connect 
the idea of conservation to the 
consumer’s enjoyment of forests 
and outdoor spaces.”
— EDDIE BAUER PRESIDENT DAMIEN HUANG.
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OUR FORESTS are an important part 
of the solution to our climate crisis. 
America’s existing forests and forest 
products annually sequester and store 
almost 15 percent of U.S. carbon emis-
sions from the burning of fossil fuels. 
Yet, they have the potential to sequester 
and store much more.  

The Climate Stewardship Act, 
announced in August by Senator Cory 
Booker, is the most ambitious legislation 

in our nation’s history 
to mobilize America’s 
forests as a climate 
change solution. This 
visionary proposal 
will plant billions of 
trees across America, 

including cities, and is an excellent ex-
ample of how smart federal investment 
can dramatically increase the power of 
forests to naturally capture our carbon 
emissions. Through the Forestry Title of 
the bill, Congress would provide the tools 
and resources to:
k Plant 2.5 billion trees by 2030,  
and 9.5 billion trees overall, on federal 
forestlands through the federal  
Reforestation Trust Fund.

k Plant 1.6 billion trees by 2030, and 
6.6 billion overall, on lands owned by 
states, counties, local government, 
tribes and nonprofits through a new 
Reforest America grant program. This 
includes planting 100 million trees spe-
cifically in cities by 2030, and 400 million 
by 2050, prioritized for low-income com-
munities and communities of color. 

Best of all, the Climate Stewardship 
Act brings everyone on board to help, in 
cities and rural communities alike, and 
creates paid employment for the people 
who need these opportunities most. 

The climate impact of these policies 
would be extraordinary. The newly 
planted forests would capture enough 
carbon dioxide emissions to o�set more 
than two full years of America’s green-
house gas emissions. American Forests’ 
research team estimates these trees 
could capture a total of 13.266 billion 
metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
by 2100. Additional carbon gains of 
almost 4 billion metric tons will occur 
after 2100. The power of our forests to 
help solve our climate crisis is real.  At 
American Forests we are committed to 
helping policymakers develop policies 
like these that harness this potential. 
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WASHINGTON OUTLOOK

Forests to Help Solve  
Climate Crisis
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America’s existing forests and forest 
products annually sequester and store 
almost 15 percent of U.S. carbon emissions 
from the burning of fossil fuels. 



treelines

CHAMPION TREE SHOWCASE

Goodding Willow
SCIENTIFIC NAME: Salix gooddingii

LOCATION: Taos, N.M. 

NOMINATED: 2010

NOMINATED BY: Paul Bryan Jones

LAST MEASURED: 2010

HEIGHT: 110 feet  

CIRCUMFERENCE: 351 inches  

CROWN SPREAD: 94.75 feet 

TOTAL POINTS: 485

 DID YOU KNOW?

American Forests worked with local partners to plant Goodding willow at multiple 
riparian restoration sites across northern New Mexico from 2010-2015, as part of five 
di�erent projects.
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Your annual leadership gift of $1000 or more makes you a giant for American Forests.

Forest ecosystems rely on keystone tree species — like the giant sequoia — to stay healthy  

and resilient, just like American Forests relies on Sequoia Circle members —  

our keystone supporters — to advance our mission with leadership level gifts.

Become a Sequoia Circle member today at americanforests.org/sequoiacircle

Questions? Contact Emily Russell, Director of Major Gifts,  

at erussell@americanforests.org or 202-370-4522.  

 BE A 
GIANT 
   JOIN THE SEQUOIA CIRCLE
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American Forests in action on climate change…
CONSERVING A KEY SPECIES
We’re assessing the best places 

to plant whitebark pine seedlings 

— a keystone species 

at high elevations 

in the West — and 

planting these trees 

where they’ll be able to survive in 

future climate conditions. 

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE  
CHANGE
We’re developing and implementing 

climate adaptation 

strategies in California 

to make these uniquely 

carbon-rich forests more 

healthy and resilient.

RESTORING A BIODIVERSITY HAVEN
We’re using drought-resilient tree planting 

techniques to restore valuable Texas Thornscrub 

habitat in the Lower Rio Grande Valley and provide a 

safe place for wildlife in a changing climate.

ENHANCING URBAN FORESTS AND 
CREATING TREE EQUITY
We’re helping develop financing tools, like 

City Forest Credits, and supporting new tree 

nurseries in Detroit, and other 

cities, to increase tree cover in 

underserved neighborhoods 

and create urban forestry jobs. 

To build on the power of U.S. forests to slow climate change, 
we need to manage and restore our forests to help them stay 
healthy in a rapidly changing climate and increase natural 
carbon capture by planting and maintaining more trees.

As forests grow, they naturally capture carbon, which helps  
slow climate change.
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American Forests in action on climate change…

PROTECTING PUBLIC HEALTH
We’re developing next-

generation tools to optimize 

urban tree planting across 

Rhode Island to counteract 

the negative public health impacts  

of climate change.

PLANTING FOR RESILIENCE
We’re helping Miami-Dade County increase its capacity 

to plant and maintain trees in one of the most climate-

vulnerable cities in the country.

INFLUENCING POLICY
We helped craft the Climate Stewardship Act of 2019, 

which plans to invest billions of dollars to plant 16 billion 

trees across America.

DEVELOPING AN URBAN WOOD ECONOMY
Through the Baltimore Wood Project,  

we are helping turn previously neglected 

urban wood into innovative products  

that naturally store carbon while creating 

jobs and workforce training opportunities 

for local residents. 

Forests shown in green

U.S. Climate Alliance states  
shown in gray 

Sources: Hansen/UMD/Google/USGS/

NASA; Esri, USGS, NOAA

As forests grow, they naturally capture carbon, which helps  
slow climate change.
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Learn more about American Forests’  
work at www.americanforests.org.

Forests already offset 14.88% of yearly CO2 emissions from burning fossil 

fuels in the U.S.

Large-scale tree planting alone has the potential to increase forest carbon 

capture by more than 40%.

Urban forests provide 17% of the total carbon capture in U.S. forests and 

reduce energy use for heating and cooling by at least 7.2%.
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A Natural 
Alliance
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The nation’s forests, farms, 
grasslands and wetlands are 
valued for many things: resources, 
recreation, scenic beauty, food. 
But they also hold an invisible 
asset that the world could not 
live without. These lands store 
massive amounts of carbon and 
add to those stores each year 
through the natural process of 
carbon sequestration. Without 
that ecological service, Earth’s 
climate would be too hot for life 
to survive. 

States Step Up Land 
Protection and 
Restoration to Fight 
Climate Change  
BY APRIL REESE

As of August 2019, 
governors of the 
following 25 states 
are Climate Alliance 
members: California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, 
Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nevada, 
New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, 
North Carolina, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Vermont, Washington, 
Wisconsin and the 
territory of Puerto Rico.



18  |  FALL 2019  AMERICAN FORESTS

And yet, the importance of conserving and 
restoring natural and working lands to keep carbon 
in the ground and in the trees — and sequester more 
of it through restoration and reforestation — is often 
left out of the public conversation about slowing 
climate change. Climate policies tend to focus on 
tamping down fossil fuel emissions and overhaul-
ing our energy systems to run on renewables like 
wind and solar. But under the right management, 
forests, wetlands and other vegetation, as well as 
soils, have the capacity to pull even more carbon out 
of the air. When lands are deforested and wetlands 
are drained, or the health of those natural systems 
declines, the carbon they held is released into the 
atmosphere, worsening climate change.

“The need to reduce CO2 means that natural 
solutions to the climate need to be part of the equa-
tion,” says David Hayes, former Deputy Secretary 
of the Interior under President Barack Obama 
and an environmental law professor at New York 
University. A recent study by The Nature Conser-
vancy estimated as much as 32 percent of all U.S. 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions could be o�set by 
the land sector.  

As studies like this one multiply, and conser-
vationists push to elevate the role of terra firma 
in climate change policies, state governments are 
beginning to include land protection and restoration 
in their climate initiatives.

"I really think that working in forests and other 
land types is the next frontier for how to address 
climate change successfully,” says Laurie Wayburn, 
executive director of the Pacific Forest Trust, a 
California organization that has worked with state 
o�cials and private landowners to conserve carbon 
stocks in forests. 

While all types of vegetation, as well as soils, 
sequester carbon, forests are the most powerful in 
slowing climate change, providing more than 90 
percent of the natural carbon capture in U.S. lands. 

"Right now, here in the U.S., our forests and forest 
products are capturing and storing almost 15 percent 
of our carbon emissions,” says American Forests 
President and CEO, Jad Daley. "So, there’s a huge 

A Natural Alliance

 “Right now, here in the U.S., our forests and forest products are capturing and storing 
almost 15 percent of our carbon emissions. So, there’s a huge current role that our forests 
are playing, and states can’t be successful in achieving their climate goals if they don’t take 
steps to maintain and even increase this natural climate protection from forests.”
— JAD DALEY, AMERICAN FORESTS PRESIDENT AND CEO

Jad Daley, President 
and CEO of 
American Forests, 
moderating a panel 
of Robert Bonnie, 
Rubenstein Fellow 
at Duke University 
and former 
Undersecretary 
of Agriculture, 
Shelby Livingston, 
California Air 
Resources Board, 
and Angela 
Lottes, California 
Department of 
Forestry and Fire 
Protection. JA
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current role that our forests are playing, and states 
can’t be successful in achieving their climate goals if 
they don’t take steps to maintain and even increase 
this natural climate protection from forests."

In recent years, states have come together 
to devise ways to protect and enhance natural 
carbon stocks as part of their climate e�orts. Most 
notably, in the wake of President Donald Trump’s 
decision in 2017 to withdraw the U.S. from the 
Paris climate accord, Governors Jerry Brown of 
California, Andrew Cuomo of New York, and Jay 
Inslee of Washington created the U.S. Climate 
Alliance to unite states committed to meeting their 
share of the nation’s emission reduction target as a 
contribution to the Paris agreement. Other states 
soon joined, and today 25 governors are Climate 
Alliance members. This includes several new 
states, including New Mexico and Nevada, which 
came aboard after the 2018 elections ushered in 
new, climate-minded governors. 

The Alliance, which represents 55 percent of the 
U.S. population and 40 percent of the nation’s emis-
sions, aims to tamp down climate change pollution 
by at least 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 
2025. Working together, according to Claire Jahns, 
senior advisor to the U.S. Climate Alliance on Natu-
ral and Working Lands, helps states accomplish 
their climate objectives more easily and e�ciently. 

“By coming together, the states are able to share 
policy approaches and use the Alliance as a vehicle 
to learn from one another," says Jahns.

For example, a U.S. Climate Alliance initiative 
aims to share tools and data among member states 
to improve GHG emission inventories, providing a 
more accurate accounting of climate pollution from 
every sector, including land use. 

“It really gives states a forum to learn about alter-
native methods for quantifying those aspects of the 
GHG portfolio that haven’t historically received a 
lot of attention, like land use and short-lived climate 
pollutants,” Jahns says.

As part of the Alliance’s “Natural and Working 
Lands Challenge,” launched in 2018, participating 
states are exploring a host of strategies for increas-
ing the power of land to slow climate change: 
boosting carbon sequestration in forests and forest 
products; protecting natural and working lands from 
development; reducing carbon losses from wildfire; 
restoring coastal wetlands and expanding urban 
forests and other types of greenspace.  

But what works in one state may not work as well 
in another. 

“In Massachusetts, the biggest strategy might 
be to conserve the forest we have now and improve 
the management of their forests for the purpose 
of sequestering more carbon,” says Linda Orel, a 
Boston-based senior conservation finance director 
for The Trust for Public Land. "In other states, they 

might be looking more at 
farms and grasslands. Then, 
they have to pass policies 
and fund them." 

The Massachusetts 
team at American 
Forests' Learning Lab.
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The Trust for Public Land and American 
Forests are two of the six nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) serving as “U.S. Climate 
Alliance (USCA) Impact Partners”. The partners 
are providing Alliance states with diverse forms 
of technical assistance to help them develop new 
land-focused climate policies. 

To help these states more e�ciently tap into 
the expertise of NGOs, academics and federal 
agencies, like the U.S. Forest Service, American 
Forests held a three-day Learning Lab in the 
summer of 2018 that brought together the NGO 
“USCA Impact Partners” and other technical 
experts with state o�cials and stakeholders. This 

event helped Alliance states, numbering 17 at the 
time, to figure out which land sector strategies 
would be most e�ective for each of them, and to 
share best practices. Since then, the states have 
begun to develop — and in some cases even adopt 
— new policies and legislative proposals that  
will help ensure carbon stores are protected  
and enhanced. 

For example, in Rhode Island, the Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental Manage-
ment, and other state agencies, are working with 
American Forests and other partners to imple-
ment a bold urban forest strategy focused on first 
identifying the best tree types and locations to 

Stored within our lands are massive 
amounts of carbon. Without that 
ecological service, Earth’s climate 
would be too hot for life to survive. 
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plant — particularly in low-income neighbor-
hoods — to draw more carbon out of the air while 

improving public health and reducing 
energy use through natural cooling. That 
pilot project, just getting underway, will 
be implemented through tree planting 
across all of Rhode Island’s municipali-

ties, and serve as a model for other states.  

In New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
recently signed into law a bill that calls for 
reaching a net-zero carbon economy 
by 2050, in part through an 
emissions o�set program that 
boosts restoration of forests 
and salt marshes. And in New Mexico, one 
of the newest alliance members, Governor 
Michelle Lujan Grisham’s administration is 
crafting plans to enhance forest and grassland 
restoration on state lands as part of its climate 
change strategy. 

California — the first state 
to include forests in its climate 
e�orts — has been a pioneer  
in protecting and boosting its 
carbon stores, and many states are 
looking at its work in developing 
their own initiatives. The state has 
made expanding urban forests a priority 
and uses funds paid by polluters into its carbon 
market to invest in forest restoration and reducing 
the risk of carbon-releasing wildfires. California 
has also set goals for increasing state-funded  
soil conservation, forest management and the  
restoration of forests, riparian areas, wetlands and 
seagrass beds.

In Washington State, 
o�cials are undertaking 
a number of initiatives to 
protect and enhance forest 
resiliency, including restor-
ing forests, working with local governments to 
prevent deforestation from urban development, 
and researching how to manage forests in a way 
that helps them withstand severe wildfires.
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A Natural Alliance
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Julie Cerqueira, 
executive director, 
and Claire Jahns, 
senior advisor, of 
the U.S. Climate 
Alliance at 
American Forests' 
Learning Lab.

To learn more about Rhode Island’s urban 

forestry and climate initiatives, read  

“Urban Forestry Takes on the World. But 

First, Rhode Island” on page 40.
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Maryland, where e�orts to supercharge 
carbon sequestration have been underway for 
several years, has exceeded its initial targets of 
planting 30,000 acres of new forest and is on 

track to reach 45,000 acres 
by 2020. Now, Maryland is 
expanding urban tree canopy 
and programs to restore wet-

lands and work with farmers to conserve agricul-
tural land and sequester carbon. The Department 
of Agriculture's Healthy Biomass program, for 

example, encourages farmers to plant cover crops 
that increase carbon storage in soils. 

Crucially, o�cials are also doubling down 
on measuring the state's carbon sources and 
sinks to get a better understanding of what more 
needs to be done. The state was one of the first to 
participate in NASA and the University of Mary-
land's global carbon monitoring system, and 
natural resource managers are now using those 
insights to work out how state actions a�ect 
carbon sequestration. For example, watershed 
restoration e�orts undertaken as part of Mary-
land's commitment to improving water quality in 
the Chesapeake Bay may have the added benefit 
of enhancing carbon stocks. 

“One of the things we're starting to think 
about is, can we do better job of optimizing 
water quality and carbon sequestration goals," 
says Elliott Campbell, director of the Center for 
Economic and Social Science in the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources and a partici-
pant in last year's Learning Lab. 

A Natural Alliance

 “Protecting the land base and enhancing carbon 
sequestration are things that have other co-benefits 
to land management and public health needs. 
Conservation, restoration — these are American 
values people want to invest in.”
— CLAIRE JAHNS, SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE U.S. CLIMATE ALLIANCE

Ponderosa pine 
plantation at the 
John T. Harrington 
Forestry Research 
Center in Mora, 
N.M. The trees are 
grown from seeds 
collected across the 
West to test which 
ones will survive 
and grow best in a 
changing climate. A
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In Hawaii, where 
Gov. David Ige signed 
legislation in 2018 that commits 
the state to become carbon neutral 
by 2045, a carbon farming task force is 
exploring how to boost sequestration through 
planting native trees, restoring wetlands, tweak-
ing agricultural methods, and other initiatives. 
The state aims to protect 30 percent of its prior-
ity watersheds by 2045 and has launched a pilot 
project to reforest 5,500 acres on Mauna Kea. 

“They are taking a really thoughtful look at 
opportunities in the [land] sector,” Jahns says. 

While Alliance states still have work to do 
to turn their ideas into policies and laws on the 
books, momentum is increasing. “These states 
have shown unprecedented commitment to 
including the land sector in the climate solu-
tions toolbox,” Daley says, “and are making huge 
strides with ambitious new policies and funding.”

And even in states still struggling to advance 
climate change actions, there is often broad 
support for reducing wildfire risk and protecting 
water quality, which can make land sector-based 
climate policies an easier sell.

“Protecting the land base and enhancing carbon 
sequestration are things that have other co-benefits 
to land management and public health needs," 
says Jahns. "Conservation, restoration — these are 
American values people want to invest in.”

Building on the success of the 2018 event, Amer-
ican Forests will host additional Learning Labs for 

the Alliance, this time region-based, “so we can get 
more specific on regional nuances,” Daley says. The 
first of four regional labs, focused on mid-Atlantic 
states, will be held this October, with the Midwest, 
West and Northeast Learning Labs to follow.

Looking further ahead, the 2020 election 
cycle will o�er states with a crucial opportunity 
to advance carbon protection initiatives — and 
get them funded, Orel says. Unlike climate 
change policies that focus on ditching fossil fuels 
for renewables, conservation, which serves the 
dual purpose of keeping cherished lands intact 
and locking down carbon, can be far more palat-
able to voters, she noted. 

“We foresee more ballot measures in 2020, 
and we think they’re going to want to raise money 
for parks and restoration but might not say it’s for 
climate solutions,” says Orel.

The federal government might also play a 
role in these state e�orts. Daley notes that recent 
federal legislation introduced to advance natural 
carbon capture, called the Climate Stewardship 
Act, would provide billions of dollars in federal 
support through state-matching grants for exactly 
the kinds of climate solutions through land that 
the Alliance states are pursuing. 

April Reese is an environment and science 

journalist based in Santa Fe, N.M. She holds 

a master's degree in environmental studies 

from the Yale School of Forestry and 

Environmental Studies. 

The Hawaii team at 
American Forests' 
Learning Lab.
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BY JAD DALEY AND ERIC SPRAGUE

Reforest  America
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PICK UP A NEWSPAPER OR GO ONLINE,  
and you are likely to see something about the 
power of trees and the need to plant more of 
them. From studies showing the potential of 
trees to slow climate change to massive national 
tree planting commitments in countries like 
Ethiopia, the most traditional work of American 
Forests — planting trees — has once again 

come to the fore in ways we have not seen in 
decades. That’s why we are advancing a 

new campaign to “Reforest America” by 
planting billions of trees. By leveraging 

existing and new resources from 
local, state and federal government 
and nonprofit groups across  
the county, we will be able to 
harness the many natural  
benefits that trees provide. 
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Reforest  America
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American Forests was founded by a pas-
sionate advocate for tree planting, John Ashton 
Warder. Since the first Arbor Day, convened 
by our organization in 1882, the simple power 
of planting more trees has provided a center-
ing strategy — one way we can always advance 
America’s forests.

Throughout this proud history, we have seen 
peak moments when our tree planting work took 
on new meaning, like in the 1930s. The establish-
ment of the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) in 
1933, a key component of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s “New Deal”, was sparked by Ameri-
can Forests’ successful tree planting initiatives 
to aid recovery from World War I. CCC workers 
planted 3 billion trees to heal degraded land-
scapes and create employment for 3 million 
people. We are proud to have the pen in American 
Forests’ o�ce that President Roosevelt used to 
sign the CCC bill, a testament to our central role.

We have once again reached such a moment 
in our history when servant leadership is needed 
from American Forests to advance tree planting 
at the scale of that original New Deal. Climate 

change is killing forests with alarming speed, 
leaving more and more forests devastated by 
drought, pests, fire and storms. Communities are 
running out of water. A global biodiversity crisis 
is spinning out of control. Many rural communi-
ties remain mired in economic di�culty, looking 
for a pathway to spark sustainable local jobs. 

Planting more forests can help address all of 
these issues and more, if we can ramp up this 
work to match these historic challenges. Only a 
national commitment denominated in billions 
of trees will deliver the change that is needed. 
Here is the scoop on why now, and how American 
Forests will lead this movement with a combina-
tion of scientific innovation, landscape-scale tree 
planting, and public policy.

A Dangerous Climate 
for Forests
America’s forests are facing a rising set of unprec-
edented threats from climate change, including 
rising temperatures, increased and prolonged 
drought, extreme weather events, and larger and 

In 2014, the King 
Fire burned more 
than 97,000 acres  
in El Dorado  
County, Calif.
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more severe wildfires. The combined e�ects 
of these threats — along with the increasing 
incidence of pests and pathogens, decades of fire 
suppression and other management decisions, 
and land use change including development — are 
causing widespread declines in forest health. 

Forests have evolved with many of these natu-
ral disturbances and have developed strategies 
for naturally regrowing afterwards. For example, 
some trees, like longleaf pine, white oak and 
lodgepole pine, rely on periodic, natural fire to 
create space for their seeds and reduce competi-
tion with other vegetation. In fact, lodgepole pine 
cones stay closed and don’t release seed until 
they are exposed to high temperatures.

Yet, the extent and severity of these dis-
turbances throughout the country are now 
diminishing the ability of forests to naturally 
regrow or re-establish. In the Southern Sierra 
Nevada, conditions are such that without 
forest restoration the region’s iconic mixed 
conifer forests could convert permanently to 
grassland and chaparral in the next 10 years. 

WILDFIRE

Severe and large wildfires, particularly in 
the Western United States, have been one 
of the most visible threats to our forests. 
Drier weather, overly dense forests 
and large amounts of dead trees have 
created conditions that are fueling 
larger and larger fires. Since 2000, 
at least 10 states have had their 
largest fires on record. Eastern 
forests are less likely to experi-
ence conditions as stark as these, 
but the National Climate Assess-
ment predicts that drought and 
high temperatures will increase 
fire risk in the Southeastern 
United States as well.

PESTS AND DISEASES

Pests and diseases have also 
become a significant threat 
to forest health. Some of these 
threats, like the white pine blister 
rust, were introduced from other 

regions in the world, but others, like bark beetle, 
are native components of American forests. Due 
to the white pine blister rust, the whitebark pine 
is in danger of extinction and is currently a can-
didate for the Endangered Species List. A recent 
study found that there are more standing dead 
whitebark pines than living trees across its range. 

Over the last 20 years, bark beetle caused tree 
mortality in more than 3.4 million acres of Colo-
rado forests. Climate change fueled outbreaks of 
the beetle throughout the West as longer periods 
of warm summer weather allowed for multiple 
breeding seasons and warmer winters dimin-
ished winter die o�s. Across the United States, 
around 7 percent of total forest cover is at risk to 
mortality from pests and disease.

Climate change is killing forests with alarming speed, leaving more 
and more forests devastated by drought, pests, fire and storms.

Whitebark Pine Loss to 
Mountain Pine Beetle 
and Blister Rust
(% mortality in watershed)

 0-15%

 15-30%

 30-45%

 45-60%

 60-75%

 75-90%

This map depicts 
the percentage of 
total and projected 
whitebark pine 
basal area loss due 
to mountain pine 
beetle & blister rust 
from 2013-2027.

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
 F

O
R

E
S

T
S

A
M

E
R

IC
A

N
 F

O
R

E
S

T
S

Reforest  America



28  |  FALL 2019  AMERICAN FORESTS

LAND USE CHANGE

Millions of acres of forest in the United States 
have been lost to human uses including develop-
ment, agriculture and mining. In Appalachia, 
there are more than 1 million acres of former 
surface mines that have been reclaimed to shrub, 
pasture or barren land. While the sites have been 
reclaimed, the resulting land has compacted, 
rocky soils and is often covered with non-native 
grasses and trees. These landscapes are so inhos-
pitable that they are stuck in their current form 
and do not naturally regrow into native forests.

How We Can Reforest 
America
The good news is we can reforest disturbed and 
stressed forestland and, therefore, enhance their nat-
ural benefits. The scale and complexity of America’s 
forest health issues will require an “all of the above” 
approach that includes practices like thinning overly 
dense forests to lower the risk of mega fires and 
reforesting areas that are not naturally regrowing.

American Forests 
has reforested 
former mineland on 
the Monongahela 
National Forest in 
West Virginia.

L
E

F
T

: 
A

M
E

R
IC

A
N

 F
O

R
E

S
T

S
; 
A

B
O

V
E

: 
B

R
IT

T
A

N
Y

 D
Y

E
R

; 
R

IG
H

T
: 
U

S
F

W
S

M
ID

W
E

S
T

 V
IA

 F
L

IC
K

R

Reforest  America



AMERICAN FORESTS  FALL 2019  |  29

Reforestation helps native trees grow more 
quickly, and it jump-starts the production of forest 
benefits like carbon sequestration. Forests and 
wood products in the U.S. already capture almost 15 
percent of our carbon emissions from burning fossil 
fuels each year. New research shows that we could 
almost double this if we can take action to keep our 
forests healthy in a changing climate and dramati-
cally expand forests with tree planting. Meeting 
our goal of planting 4 billion trees will sequester 
more than 13 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent by the end of the century.

The benefit of planting more forests goes well 
beyond just climate change. Healthy forests and 
more forests address other essential needs for our 
country like clean air and clean water. For example, 
more than half of our drinking water is collected 
and filtered by our forests, like a green sponge, but 
this critical service to people is put at risk when 
forests are lost to things like wildfire. Investing in 
forests is also great for creating jobs where they are 
needed most, because much of the work that needs 
to be done is in economically struggling rural areas 
and city neighborhoods. 

We also face a frightening loss of biodiversity 
across the world, and restoring forests where they are 
being lost is the key to reverse this trend for endan-L
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Healthy forests and more 
forests address other 
essential needs for our 
country like clean air  
and clean water. 

After 20 years of 
hard work, one of 
our reforestation 
efforts in Michigan 
has helped 
to bring the 
Kirtland’s warbler, 
an endangered 
species once 
considered all 
but lost, all the 
way back to 
a sustainable 
population. 

The scale and complexity of America’s forest 
health issues will require an ‘all of the above’ 
approach that includes practices like thinning 
overly dense forests to lower the risk of  
mega fires and reforesting areas that are  
not naturally regrowing.
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gered species, like the ocelot. After 20 years of hard 
work, one of our reforestation e�orts in Michigan has 
helped to bring the Kirtland’s warbler, an endangered 
species once considered all but lost, all the way back 
to a sustainable population. The bird is set to be the 
first songbird delisted from the Endangered Species 
List. When you add it all up, creating more forests and 
healthier forests provides the answer to an incredible 
number of issues in our country. 

Let’s Get to Work!
American Forests has been working with partners 
to develop reforestation designs that can cope with 
the challenges posed by climate change across the 
country. In the Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, 
we are partnering with conservation groups and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop a drought 
resilience strategy for the nationally unique Tam-
aulipan thornscrub forests. In the Northern Rock-
ies, we are partnering with federal agencies and the 
Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation to develop 
a range-wide restoration strategy that includes 
climate adaptation. In California, we are engaging 
with partners, including the Northern Institute of 
Applied Climate Science, to develop climate adap-
tation strategies for forests in the Sierra Nevada 
and southern mountain ranges. 

A common thread throughout these landscape-
scale restoration e�orts is the importance of 
broad-scale partnerships. Planting billions of trees 
across America will take a massive collaborative 
e�ort among corporations, foundations, agencies 
and other restoration partners. But, the payo� will 
be equally massive for our climate, water, wildlife 
and community goals. 

Jad Daley writes from Washington, D.C. and is 

American Forests’ president and CEO. Eric Sprague 

writes from Washington, D.C. and is American 

Forests’ vice president of forest restoration.

Left: Southwestern 
white pine seedlings 
are being raised 
at the John T. 
Harrington Forestry 
Research Center 
in Mora, N.M. 
Southwestern white 
pine are threatened 
by white pine blister 
rust, but once these 
seedlings are large 
enough, they will be 
moved outdoors to 
start a seed orchard 
that will provide 
disease-resistant 
seeds for future 
reforestation efforts.A
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Planting billions of trees across America  
will take a massive collaborative effort among 
corporations, foundations, agencies and  
other restoration partners. But, the payoff  
will be equally massive for our climate,  
water, wildlife and community goals.
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How climate change is affecting the 
sugar maples of New England

BY SARAH MAE BROWN
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RED — throughout history humans have been attracted to and fas-
cinated by the color. I, too, feel that draw as I move quickly through 
the White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire on a crisp 
autumn day. My senses are heightened and aroused in so many 
ways when I hike deep within any New England hardwood forest. 
From the earthy aroma of moss and decaying leaves to the gurgle of 
a chilly rushing stream, to the sound of leaves gently hitting the soft 
forest floor, to the main attraction: eye-popping oranges, yellows 
and fire-truck reds creating 360-degree visual fireworks.  

Much of this display comes courtesy of the sugar maple (acer  
saccharum). It’s responsible for the brightest colors of our New 
England fall, the soul-grabbing reds, oranges and yellows that put 
so many forest lovers, hikers and casual passers-by into a place of 
contentment and even bliss.  

But the sugar maple is also, many scientists believe, the canary  
in the coal mine when it comes to climate change.  

Sugar maples help create 
fall foliage filled with 
eye-popping oranges, 
yellows and fire-truck 
reds creating 360-degree 
visual fireworks.D
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“Sugar maple’s an iconic 
species that gives us syrup, 
lumber, acts as an impor-
tant carbon sink and also 
helps define our fall colors,” 
says syrup producer Tim 
Gaudreau of Willow Brook 
Farm in Barnstead, N.H. 
“There’s no question this 
would be a di�erent place 
without it.” 

A key northern hard-
wood species, the sugar 
maple is vital ecologically, 
economically and cultur-
ally. Sugar maples also 
require very high soil nutri-
ents and a narrow range of soil moisture, making 
the tree one of the region’s most environmentally 
sensitive species. Each year, forests and wood 
products o�set 15 percent of U.S. CO2 emissions 
from burning fossil fuels. Sugar maples play an 
important role in the long-term storage of carbon 
as trees can live 300 or 400 years.  

In short, the sugar maple is a crucial player in 
New England’s cultural identity and economic 
engine, adding billions to regional economies.

Our iconic sugar maple is under attack. 
Stressed to new levels, in part due to a warming 
climate and wildly erratic weather patterns, sugar 
maples may be experiencing regeneration dif-
ficulty, dulling foliage displays and sap that runs 
less sweet, significantly darker and for a shorter 
period of time. Sap flow hangs on a narrow 
temperature equation of a specialized climate of 
freezing nights and mild days. Scientists say trees 
are uniquely vulnerable in early spring and fall. If 
the trees go through these vulnerable times over 
and over again, exposed to increasingly extreme 
or hot weather, can they survive?  

A long-term study, which began in the summer 
of 2019, set up four plots in the White Mountain 
National Forest to determine why the saplings are 
struggling. Other scientists are studying and com-
paring satellite images past and present and finding 
reductions in the red foliage usually delivered by the 
sugar maple. Still others are studying the e�ects of 

a reduction in the snowpack expected in so many of 
New England’s most prolific sugar maple stands — a 
snowpack that botanists are learning is essential to 
protecting the delicate and vulnerable roots of sugar 
maple saplings. And, many researchers are looking 
to the chemistry of the sugar maple sap, an area 
where the most change is seen — providing perhaps 
the biggest indicator that something isn’t right.  

Seventy years ago, the U.S. produced 80 percent 
of the world’s syrup while Canada produced 20 
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Above: Tim 
Gaudreau taps a 
sugar maple the 
old-fashioned 
way at his farm/
sugarbush, Willow 
Brook Farm, in 
Barnstead, N.H.
Right: The sugar 
maple is responsible 
for the brightest 
colors of our New 
England fall.
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percent, today this figure has swapped. A warming 
climate increasingly makes the province of Quebec 
and its more northern latitudes perfect for sugar 
maple health and, thus, a more ideal location for 
maple syrup production. Additionally, the sugar 
content of sap from sugar maples is down. And, the 
amount of sugar trapped in the leaves is connected 
to the strength of fall color.  

“Healthy trees continue to make sugar into 
the fall, and may have stronger sap flows in 

the spring,” says Dr. Martha Carlson, author of 
“Farwell Sugar Maples,” science educator, and 
sugarer at Range View Farm in Sandwich, N.H.  
“An unstressed tree will have longer lived leaves 
and nice color in the foliage season. But, the  
biggest concern to me is that the sugar maple is  
a keystone species — if it goes, dozens of other 
species will have already extirpated,” adds  
Carlson, whose family has sugared in the state 
for the past 70 years.  

Each year, forests and wood 
products offset 15 percent 
of U.S. CO2 emissions from 
burning fossil fuels. Sugar 
maples play an important role 
in the long-term storage of 
carbon as trees can live 300  
or 400 years.

Top: The Burrows 
Family sugarhouse 
is nestled in 
Moultonborough, N.H.
Above right: 
Citizen scientists 
on the Sugar Maple 
Regeneration 
Project heading 
to the Monadnock 
plot for a work day.
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Some scientists think a stressed sugar maple 
may produce less sugar and a sap that results in 
darker syrup. 

“Warmer winters and earlier springs are 
a�ecting the chemistry of sap,” says Dr. Barry 
Rock, a botanist and professor of natural 
resources at the University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) who has studied sugar maples for 30 
years. “In 1950, New England sap boasted 3 
percent sugar, today it’s two. That means some 
tappers must draw twice the amount of sap to 
produce the same amount of syrup; 40 or 50 gal-
lons of sap for one gallon of syrup, which o¤cially 
must have 66.9 percent sugar.” 

According to Dr. Joshua Rapp, associate at 
Harvard Forest and scientist for Mass Audubon, 
climate change’s impact on tree migration is 
changing the landscape of syrup tapping. Dr. Rapp 

and Dr. David Lutz of Dartmouth College worked 
together on a six-year study on how climate 
a�ects sap at six locations throughout the tree’s 
range. The results showed syrup production mov-
ing northward in the next century and dropping by 
half in New England. 

“Rising temperatures have, and will continue 
to, drastically change the tapping season and 
reduce the quality of the sap,” says Rapp.

Where a tree grows is determined by environ-
ment — that is to say, soil, water, topography and 
climate. Dr. Rapp posits that paleoecologists know 
trees’ ranges changed as temperatures rose; in the 
last ice age, species migrated north over thousands 
of years as the climate warmed. 

“The changes that have happened over the last 
100 years may pale in comparison to the changes 
our trees might experience over the next century,” 

Citizen scientist 
volunteers working 
on the Sugar Maple 
Regeneration 
Project.
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says Rapp. “Our study showed a 
28-36 percent sap sugar reduction 
before the end of the century. Trees 
can, and have, adapted and evolved, 
but it takes many generations. 
Human-induced climate change 
may be happening so fast that the 
sensitive sugar maple won’t have 
the time to adapt. But, I also want to 
stress that, while it’s true evolution 
does occur over many generations, 
trees are able to withstand a wide 
range of climate conditions. I’m 
less confident maple syrup will be a 
viable enterprise.”  

The New England Regional 
Climate Assessment predicts 
snowy New Hampshire, a crucial 

sugar maple habitat, could have the mild climate 
of Richmond, Va., by 2070, under a “business-as-
usual” emissions scenario.

So, can sugar maples thrive in Virginia? 
In the 1790s then Secretary of State Thomas 

Je�erson, an avid botanist, began what is known 
as the “Maple Sugar Scheme,” a campaign 
against imported, British syrup made with West 
Indies cane sugar.  

“Make your own sugar and send not to the 
Indies for it,” warned an 1803 Farmer’s Alma-
nac. Je�erson, with the help of then Representa-
tive from Va. James Madison, planted almost 100 
choice Adirondack sugar maple saplings at Mon-
ticello to kick start a made-in-the-USA maple 
syrup industry. But, it was a failed experiment 
and only a few survived. That’s because sugar 
maples do not thrive in the Virginia climate.

Some saplings are already struggling; the 
Sugar Maple Regeneration Project in New 
Hampshire, a collaboration of the Hubbard 
Brook Research Foundation, Cornell University 
and the Society for the Protection of New Hamp-
shire Forests, wants to know why.  

Lead Cornell scientist, Dr. Natalie Cleavitt is 
working with a large group of citizen scientist 
volunteers and says the list of culprits is long, from 

Natalie Cleavitt 
observing a sugar 
maple in the 
regeneration study.
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increasing soil acidification, insect and fungal 
stress, intense competition from American beech 
and a warming climate. 

“The saplings are a�ected by a shrinking snow-
pack that insulates delicate and vulnerable roots,” 
says Dr. Cleavitt.  “Both the saplings and the bigger 
trees are also a�ected by acid rain, which knocks the 
calcium and other nutrients out of the soil.” 

A warming climate can also generate more and 
di�erent pests and funguses, which with milder 
winters, don’t die o� like they used to. 

Dr. Pamela Templer is a professor in the Depart-
ment of Biology at Boston University and the senior 

author of a study conducted on the insulating prop-
erties of the snowpack on sugar maple sapling roots. 

“If snowpack keeps shrinking and temperatures 
keep rising, the sugar maples will not grow as 
quickly,” says Dr. Templer. 

In Dr. Templer’s five-year study, researchers 
shoveled o� the snow to mimic climate predictions 
of reduced snowfall; the results were devastating. 
Without the insulating snowpack, the sugar maple’s 
tiny, delicate roots froze and many died. Sixty-five 
percent of northeast sugar maple stands depend on 
the approximate 8-inch-deep winter snow blanket. 

“We found that without the snowpack the trees 
grow 40 percent slower,” says Dr. Templer.  

By the end of the century, it is predicted up to 95 
percent of sugar maple forests across the northeast 
could lose the insulating snowpack of winter.

The sugar maple wants the predictable climate 
it’s evolved for, says Dr. Rock of UNH. Dr. Rock uses 
sugar maple “wood cookies” (thin slices of a tree 
about an inch thick) to research on a cellular level, 
what’s happening year to year in a tree’s growth and 
development. Rock and his researchers also use 
“mini cores” of sugar maples which are burned in 
the lab, their fumes analyzed, to provide an in-depth 
look at the trees’ chemistry and how it’s changing.  

Together with Dr. Michael Routhier, director of 
UNH’s Geographic Systems Lab, Rock is performing 
an exhaustive analysis and comparison of satellite 
photos of swaths of fall sugar maple-dominated 
foliage stands going back to 1972. What they’re 
finding does not bode well for the sugar maple in the 
Northeast or the more than a billion dollars annual 
“leaf-peeping” autumn tourism economy that the 
brilliant foliage generates.  

“Today’s autumn satellite images, compared with 
those of the ‘80s, show a consistent pattern of dull-
ing, particularly of the reds coming from the sugar 
maple,” says Dr. Rock. He adds that it’s nuanced and 
di¤cult for the naked eye to see the color di�er-
entials in the images. But, when he charts the red 
spectral color bands on a graph, “you definitely see 
the intensity of the reds decreasing.”

At Hunter Farm in New Hampshire, the records 
kept on the wall of the sugarhouse date back eight 
generations. Neighbor tapper Dr. Carlson has read 
the climate assessments that say her Sugar bush 
(forest stand of sugar maples) could be at least 
2 degrees C warmer by 2035. She worries about 

New England benefits from at least half a million 
jobs tied to the sugar maple as it relates to tourism,  
outdoor recreation, agriculture and lumber.

The comparison of 
satellite imagery 
from 1999 and 2015 
shows the dulling 
of fall foliage, 
particularly the red 
of the sugar maple.
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the impact of this on the health of her trees. New 
England benefits from at least half a million jobs tied 
to the sugar maple as it relates to tourism, outdoor 
recreation, agriculture and lumber.

But, what is the true value of the sugar maple on 
regional culture?  

Every scientist I talked to was certain sugar 
maples are resilient, but many wonder: what exactly 
is the breaking point of the sugar maple? 

Both Dr. Carlson and Dr. Rock are adamant that 
the final jury is not out yet on how, or if, climate 
change will a�ect the sugar maple in the long-run. 
Much more long-term research is needed for any 
definitive conclusions. They stress that the science 
is inconclusive and ongoing. And, most importantly, 
they believe strongly in the resilience and adaptabil-
ity of these wonderful trees.

Dr. Carlson points to what she calls the “grand-
mother tree” on her property that she believes 
sprouted before 1695.

“It’s weathered fires, ice storms, the American 
Revolution, pests and predators of all sorts, and a 
giant heart rot cavity on the south side of the tree big 
enough for kids to play in, says Carlson.” 

She has only three “grandmother” sugar 
maples like this one on her property. In the ‘80s 
she had eight. But she’s quick to point out that 
these grandmother trees are dying naturally and 
is hopeful when it comes to the future of the sugar 
maple in the Northeast. 

“These trees take 200 years to grow to maturity 
and another 200 years to die, all the while slowly 

feeding the hillside the stored sugar in its wood, 
roots and branches, releasing the nutrients into the 
forest captured from hundreds of years of sunlight.”

“That,” she says, “is resilience.” 

Sarah Brown is a journalist who has worked for 

CNN New York, NBC Moscow, APTV Moscow 

and National Geographic online. She founded the 

Green Alliance in 2009, an organization that works 

with business and consumers on sustainability. She 

also works as a fine gardener and environmental 

action consultant in Maine and NH.  She can be 

reached at sarah@greenalliance.biz.

Above: Dr. Rock 
and Mike Routhier 
at UNH studying 
satellite images for 
fall foliage changes.
Below: The Hunter 
family, of Tuftonboro, 
N.H., has been 
sugaring now for 
eight generations, 
their grandparents 
kept annual records 
of syrup production 
on the door of the 
sap house.
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THERE IS SOMETHING ENDEARING about 
the way Rhode Islanders describe the drive 
from bustling Providence to the small city of 
Woonsocket on the northern edge of the state. 
The two communities are a world apart, but in 
reality only 15 miles. It is this unique scale for 
a state, with a wide diversity of New England 
culture nestled into 48 miles north to south, 
which led to a captivating opportunity for the 
lines of church and state to find themselves 
standing next to each other this spring. 
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URBAN FORESTRY  
TAKES ON THE WORLD.
BUT FIRST, RHODE ISLAND
BY IAN LEAHY

Urban forests comprise 17 percent of the total U.S. carbon sink, or 1.8 percent and rising of U.S. emissions every year, 
according to a 2018 report by the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Among dozens of new trees transforming a 
muddy Catholic elementary school yard, the pastor 
opened his Bible only a handful of pages, going full 
Old Testament in his impassioned spiritual plea for 
more trees. Beside him stood Rhode Island’s Gover-
nor Gina Raimondo, who had just given an equally 
impassioned speech about the many scientific 
and public health benefits of trees. And when the 
children were unleashed with shovels to plant the 
final tree, it reminded everyone what perspective 
matters most: creating a stable future together. 

The potential for such fundamental transforma-
tion is why Governor Raimondo made that 15-mile 
trek to Woonsocket and announced an Urban Forests 
for Climate and Health partnership. This initiative 
brings the State of Rhode Island, American Forests, 
and both the Environment and Child Well-being 
programs of the Doris Duke Charitable Founda-
tion (DDCF) together. Working through the state’s 
Health Equity Zones, this initiative has the potential 
to elevate urban forests to the mainstage in fighting 
climate change globally while utilizing their unique 
position in people’s lives to reduce the negative 

health impacts of a heating climate, such as respira-
tory, extreme heat, and cardiovascular illnesses. 

FRONTLINES OF CLIMATE CHANGE

An increasing number of studies and media point 
to forests as a major solution for reducing global 
warming. Large-scale initiatives have taken 
o�, with ambitious goals declared by foreign 
governments and individual states here in the 
U.S., as well as from the nonprofit world, includ-
ing American Forests.  While American Forests’ 
goal of helping to plant at least 4 billion trees by 
2030 from cities to wilderness, for others, urban 
forests — the trees in the small towns, suburbs 
and cities where people live — have largely been 
left out of the conversation.

Many do acknowledge the role urban trees play 
in adapting to climate change, such as reducing 
catastrophic flooding and surface temperatures. 
However, the perception is that the number of urban 
trees just don’t exist at a large enough scale to take 
on global temperature.

Science tells a very di�erent story. 
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URBAN FORESTRY  
TAKES ON THE WORLD.
BUT FIRST, RHODE ISLAND
BY IAN LEAHY

Fr. Daniel J. Sweet of Monsignor Gadoury School in Woonsocket, R.I., Gov. Gina Raimondo and students gather to 
plant a tree on the school grounds.
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Urban forests comprise 17 percent of the total 
U.S. carbon sink, or 1.8 percent and rising of U.S. 
emissions every year, according to a 2018 report 
by the Environmental Protection Agency. Urban 
trees when uniquely positioned near buildings 

reduce energy production and its carbon output 
by 7.2 percent nationally. 

Perhaps most importantly, these trees are a 
life-saving infrastructure. Rollins School of Public 
Health projects a ten-fold increase in heat-related 
deaths in eastern U.S. cities by 2050. A 2017 Dallas 
Heat Island Study American Forests developed 
with the Texas Trees Foundation found that maxi-
mizing tree canopy with other surface-cooling 
strategies would reduce heat-related deaths by 22 
percent. These saved lives would be particularly 
concentrated in neighborhoods where children 
and elderly are at risk for poor health outcomes due 
to such factors as lack of air conditioning.

Taken together, urban forests are a significant 
contributor to the tapestry of solutions needed to 
tackle this climate and health crisis. And yet, the 
partnership forged on that rainy morning in Woon-
socket believes those trees can do more. 

RHODE ISLAND POSITIONS ITSELF TO 

BECOME NATIONAL LEADER

The seeds of this initiative were planted last year 
when forestry and resilience experts from Rhode 
Island gathered in Washington, D.C., with 15 other 
U.S. Climate Alliance states. Far from generic 
conference rooms su�ocated by collapsible beige 
walls and PowerPoints with too many words, 
American Forests’ Learning Lab in an exposed-
brick loft downtown was an intense, multi-day 
work session. Each state’s team walked away 
with a detailed plan to maximize the role of their 
natural lands in reducing global warming.

While many larger states logically focused on 
their vast forests or prairies, Rhode Island looked 
at its 1,200 square miles, just smaller than metro 
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Rhode Island is looking at its 1,200 square miles, 
just smaller than metro Detroit, as one urban forest. 

Below: This map 
depicts the tree 
canopy cover in  
the state of  
Rhode Island by 
municipality. 
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Detroit, as one urban forest. Such an astute deci-
sion would position the state to be selected as the 
statewide laboratory in this DDCF-funded initiative. 
This unique collaboration brings together the Rhode 
Island Department of Health with the Resilient 
Rhody climate strategy to develop, test and deploy 
a suite of next-generation analysis, planning, policy 
and finance tools that help slow global warming and 
protect public health from its devastating impacts.

Given decades of skepticism, it is important to 
determine first how much America’s urban forests 
can actually contribute to slowing the rise of global 
temperatures. We are, therefore, partnering with 
U.S. Forest Service researchers David Nowak and 
Eric Greenfield to conduct a nationwide study that 
will measure just how much more carbon storage 
and energy reduction is possible. Their findings will 
help define state and national targets toward which 
communities can contribute by using the decision-
support tools being developed in Rhode Island.

TREE EQUITY SCORE 

The first step in the process for any city will be to 
determine its Tree Equity Score. It’s somewhat in 
the vein of a Walk Score or ParkScore but focuses on 
populations that are most vulnerable to a heating cli-
mate. The underlying analysis integrates tree canopy, 
climate projection and public health data to quantify 

how well the many benefits of tree canopy are being 
delivered to those who need them the most.

CLIMATE AND HEALTH PLANNER

A score is only a number if there’s no plan for 
action. The National Institute of Applied Climate 
Science (NIACS) is helping create a free tool for 
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A 2017 Dallas Heat Island Study American Forests developed with the Texas 
Trees Foundation found that maximizing tree canopy with other surface-cooling 
strategies would reduce heat-related deaths by 22 percent. 
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Above: (Clockwise, top L to R) Chris David, director of GIS and technology for 
American Forests, Shaun O'Rourke, director of stormwater and resilience for 
Rhode Island Infrastructure Bank, Rachel Calabro, climate change program 
manager for the Rhode Island Department of Health, and Molly Henry, climate 
and health fellow for American Forests, at the kick-off meeting in Providence, R.I.
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cities and nonprofits to design strategies and work 
flows for undertaking this climate and health-
informed approach. With technical guidance for 
such factors as species selection, workforce and 
urban wood reuse, it will also help urban forests 
maximize their ecological, economic and health 
benefits as the climate changes. 

LEVERAGING INVESTMENTS

Turning those plans into transformative action 
requires more urban forestry funding. American 
Forests is building a coalition of citizen advocates 
to advance innovative policy and funding mecha-
nisms at both the state level in Rhode Island, and 
the federal level in Washington, D.C. The goal is to 
leverage strategic public investments that gener-
ate several times the return in private investment. 

To attract those coveted private dollars, the 
partnership is building the capacity of, and 
growing the market for, an exciting new finance 
tool: City Forest Credits. These credits work like 

a traditional carbon credit but are designed for 
the unique dynamics of city trees, quantifying 
not only carbon dioxide storage but also rainfall 
interception, air pollution reduction, and energy 
savings. King County, Wash. was one of the first 
to confront climate change in this manner, allow-
ing companies, like Microsoft and Fishermen’s 
Finest, to o�set their carbon emissions while 
keeping forests intact. 

The many moving parts of Urban Forests for 
Climate and Health have the potential collec-
tively to give urban forestry a central seat at the 
climate solutions table. An invigorated urban for-
est is also uniquely positioned to have a transfor-
mative, potentially life-saving impact on the lives 
of those most at risk, like the elementary school 
children haphazardly tossing mulch on their 
new tree. As Molly Henry, an American Forests 
employee embedded in Rhode Island government 
for this project, says, “This is a powerful opportu-
nity for Rhode Island to bring environmental jus-
tice to communities that have long been starved 
of resources. It will serve as a model for climate 
change mitigation that emphasizes equity and 
can be implemented throughout the nation.” 

Note: American Forests would like to thank 
the Sant Foundation, which helped to make this 
initiative a reality. 

Ian Leahy writes from Washington, D.C. and is 

American Forests vice president of urban forestry.
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Above: A 2017 
Dallas Heat Island 
Study American 
Forests developed 
with the Texas 
Trees Foundation 
found that maxi-
mizing tree canopy 
with other surface-
cooling strategies 
would reduce 
heat-related deaths 
by 22 percent.
Below: Providence 
Neighborhood 
Planting Program 
in partnership with 
Groundwork RI  
and TD Bank  
Green Streets.
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We all want to be remembered as someone who made a difference in our world.

YOU CAN! — by leaving a gift to American Forests in your will, trust or by beneficiary designation. 

It’s easy to do, and your gift costs you nothing today. 

We can help you decide on a gift that’s right for you. To discuss the 

best gift option for you or to notify us of a gift you have made, 

please contact Jennifer Broome, VP, Philanthropy, at 202.370.4513

or jbroome@americanforests.org.

LET 
FORESTS  
BE YOUR 
LEGACY
WITH A GIFT THAT COSTS 
YOU NOTHING NOW

Use our new 

FreeWill  

online tool at 

www.americanforests.org/

evergreensociety



PERHAPS IT IS BECAUSE Hilary Franz 
has a family farm in Pierce County, Wash. 
that hosts a habitat of uncommonly 
situated Ponderosa pine. Or, perhaps it’s 
because she’s stewarded a third-gener-
ation farm on Bainbridge Island, Wash. 
Either way, Hilary Franz’s ties to the land 
have resulted in a fierce fighting spirit for 
conservation and strong rural economies. 

Endorsed by her retiring predeces-
sor and with support from a coalition 
of environmental groups and labor 
associations, Franz was successfully 
elected as Washington state’s Com-
missioner of Public Lands in 2016, and 
has been boldly leading the charge to 
“safeguard the environment, values 
and support local economies” since 

taking o�ce. Along with that, she has 
also constructed an unprecedented 
20-year strategic plan for restoring for-
est health and reducing wildfire risk in 
central and eastern Washington.

As Commissioner, Franz protects 
and manages nearly 6 million acres 
of public lands in Washington State 
— from coastal waters and aquatic 
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earthkeepers
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Crosscut’s Editor-at-Large Knute Berger (left) walks with Hilary Franz and Larry Leach (right), 
assistant regional manager of Washington State lands in October 2018.

Washington State’s Commissioner 
of Public Lands, a Forest Resilience 
Champion
BY MICHAEL WOESTEHOFF
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reserves, to working forests and farms, 
to commercial developments and rec-
reation areas. As the leader of the state’s 
wildfire fighting force, Franz has seen 
firsthand the damaging e�ects of severe 
wildfires, and she is not sitting idly by.

“Hot, dry conditions coupled with 
diseased and dying forests are leading to 
explosive wildfires, which threaten our 
communities and fill our summer skies 
with smoke,” says the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources web-
site. Franz, insisting that wildfire is “not 
an eastside or westside problem, [nor] 
an urban or rural problem,” called on the 
state to present a strong start to a solu-
tion. Then, she went many steps further.

“Wildfire is a problem for all of 
Washington,” says Franz. “That is why 
we developed an ‘all lands, all hands’ 
approach, one that calls for urgent, 
transformative change in how our 
state confronts wildfire.” 

In this she involves everyone — 
from federal agencies all the way 
down to those who own just a few 
acres of wooded property — with 
particular involvement from some 
33 organizations and agencies who 
together created the state’s 20-Year 
Forest Health Strategic Plan.

For her leadership in crafting this 
strategic plan, she was presented with 
American Forests’ first ever Forest 
Resilience Champion Award.

“The plan’s development was  
intentionally designed to engage a 
diverse range of partners that are  
committed to continuing to work 
together to implement cross-boundary 
solutions,” she says.

Grounded in science and setting 
an ambitious goal of restoring 1.25 
million acres of forest to healthy 
conditions, increasing fire resilience, 
and better protecting communities, 
the plan calls for active management 
using techniques like prescribed burns 
and thinning. 

Some specifics of the plan call for 
removing small tree overcrowding, 
increasing demand for small-diameter 
timber (trees too small or too far from 
mills), and using biomass (by-prod-
ucts of forest management activities) 
— like creating pellets for wood stoves 
— which also reduces energy costs for 
consumers. The plan even kick-started 
a bioenergy pilot project, supported by 
Washington’s Department of Natural 
Resources, which helped Washing-
ton’s Northport School District install 
a wood pellet boiler to heat its school 
— a first of its kind project in the state.

Franz is also leading the push to 
make Washington’s lands resilient in 
the face of climate change by invest-
ing in carbon sequestration and clean 
energy, like wind, solar and geothermal 
infrastructure.

An overarching goal for Franz is 
to enhance economic development 
through the implementation of forest 
restoration and management strate-
gies that maintain and attract private 
sector investments and employment 
in rural communities. This is because 
Franz believes that forest health, wild-
fire risk and rural economic develop-
ment are inextricably linked.  

“Our rural communities, and all 
people in Washington state, benefit 
from well-managed, resilient forest 
ecosystems that provide timber prod-
ucts, natural resource and recreation 
jobs, wildlife habitat, clean water and 
many other important ecosystem ser-
vices and social values,” says Franz.

In addition, Franz and her depart-
ment have made grants available for 
forest organizations to work toward 
these goals.  

“For every $1 million spent on forest 
restoration there is $5.7 million gener-
ated in economic returns,” she says.

According to Franz, “Improving the 
health of our forests benefits almost 
every aspect of our lives. Forests 
provide for strong rural economies 
and jobs. Forests enrich us through 
recreation and solitude. Forests 
protect our water supplies and provide 
important habitat for fish and wildlife. 
Moreover, healthy forests reduce the 
risk of uncharacteristic wildfires that 
threaten communities and the forests 
we value. There has never been more 
urgency to address forest health in 
Washington.” 

Michael Woestehoff writes from 

Washington, D.C. and is American 

Forests director of communications.A
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For her leadership in crafting 
the state’s 20-Year Forest 
Health Strategic Plan, Franz 
was presented with American 
Forests’ first ever Forest Resilience 
Champion Award.



last look
MASS TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
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Wood Is Good to Act on Climate 
Hickok Cole, a forward-focused design practice with offices in Washington, D.C. and Richmond, Va. is currently working 

with Columbia Property Trust on a vertical addition and extension to an existing seven-story building at 80 M Street SE in 

D.C. The project will add two full floors of trophy class office space constructed from mass timber, including an occupied 

penthouse level with roof top terrace and social space. When wood is used as building materials, the CO2 trapped during 

the growth of the tree remains stored throughout the period of use of the wood product, which may be several hundred 

years. Of equal importance for our climate, manufacturing these wooden materials uses dramatically less energy than other 

building materials like steel — further reducing the greenhouse gas footprint of wooden buildings. Upon completion, this 

project will become the first commercial office building in the District to use mass timber construction. R
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alliancedata.com

DATA IS AT THE CORE OF WHAT WE DO FOR OUR 
BUSINESS, COMMUNITIES AND ENVIRONMENT. 

We are committed to understanding and minimizing the impact 

that our operations have on the environment, while also 

working to measurably reduce our carbon footprint through 

operational efficiencies and engaging our associates.

We are proud to partner with American Forests in conjunction 

with Texas Trees Foundation to support the Urban Heat Island 

Management Study and Texas Trees Foundation Tree Tracker. 

These projects educate and influence our community to shift 

legislation and funding to make North Central Texas cooler, 

greener and healthier.
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Make a difference for forests and the world. 
Become a member today!
www.americanforests.org/ways-to-give/membership

With a membership gift of $25 or more, you’ll receive the following benefits:
8	  Satisfaction and Pride. Know your gift will be used wisely to restore America’s forests to health and resiliency.

8	  Annual Membership Card. Carry this with you to signify your commitment to American Forests.

8	  Magazine Subscription. Read and share our award-winning, colorful and informative publication.

8	  Merchandise Discounts. Shop with periodic members-only discounts from our Corporate Partners.

8	  Invitations to Special Events. Be the first to be notified about special events and  
volunteer opportunities in your area.

8	  Insider Updates on Our Work. Stay informed about the impact your gifts are  
having on our critical work and progress. 

MEMBERSHIP  
HAS ITS BENEFITS  

JOIN 
AMERICAN 
FORESTS


	_c1-c2



